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THE DYING PILLOW

RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE 
It having fallen to my lot, in the Providence of God, to 

become the honoured instrument of introducing to the 
Christian World, the present and only posthumous work of 
the late Dr. Hawker, written at the close of his life, I gladly 
embrace the opportunity of bearing, although a humble, yet 
decided testimony (while its seal and great intrinsic worth is 
its own and best recommendation) to the inestimable treasure 
it contains. To be in the least degree instrumental in bringing 
before the Church of Christ such a treatise as the following, 
is, in my estimation, no common honour—seeing, that in it is 
stored a rich vein of Scripture matter, doctrinal and practical
—because also there is manifest much, of the sacred 
anointing of the Holy Ghost in the gift and diffusion of that 
light, accompanied by that deep insight into Divine Truth, 
with which this distinguished servant of the Lord was 
favoured—strikingly evident in the spiritual, judicious, and 
instructive manner in which he has been enabled, under 
Divine teaching, to discuss the deeply important subject 
therein set forth; which is so especially necessary in the 
present “dark and cloudy day,” when the glory and simplicity 
of the “Everlasting Gospel” is so greatly obscured; yea, 
when, in many instances, “the foundations” are attempted to 
be destroyed. 

The following treatise was sent by the late venerated 
Author at various times to a friend, who was then Editor of a 
religious periodical, for monthly insertion. It was considered, 
however, better to reserve the publication until the whole 
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completed, and publish it in a consolidated form. The Author 
was permitted by a gracious God to complete his part; but his 
Friend was removed from this earthly scene before his 
portion of the work was accomplished; and through a course 
of events, to which it is not necessary to allude, the 
manuscript was purchased from the family of the deceased, 
and upon me devolves the pleasing duty of introducing it to 
God’s redeemed ones, convinced that, under the Lord’s 
blessing, the publication cannot fail to minister both to His 
glory, and to His people’s happiness. 

The design and end of the Author were to display the 
riches of God’s grace, in opening the glorious mystery of 
salvation in the communication of that Heavenly joy and 
Everlasting triumph of the believer, in ascribing to God alone 
all the glory. Indeed, his chief drift throughout this precious 
work, is to encourage the humble disciple of the Lord Jesus 
to lift up his head, knowing that his “redemption draweth 
nigh;” when he shall put off, not only the remains of sin, but 
every temptation to it, and “return and come to Zion with 
songs and Everlasting joy upon his head.” The anticipation 
of the “glory that shall be revealed,” will cause him in the 
house of his pilgrimage to rejoice in his covenant keeping 
God, and to eat “his meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart.” 

My inclination would have led me to accompany this 
treatise with a short memoir of the Author. It would have 
been a gratification, however imperfectly I might have done 
it, to record the talents, the work of faith, and labour of love, 
of one whose memory I cherish with enduring veneration. 
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But, as I believe, some particulars of his life have been 
already given to the public, I refrain from saying more, than 
just to allude to its happy termination. After having walked 
with the Church for nearly half a century, in all humility of 
mind, and with unwearied zeal fulfilling the part of a 
watchful and faithful Pastor; after a course visited and 
chequered with trials and temptations, yet abounding in the 
joy of the Holy Ghost, he threw off his earthly tabernacle, 
died in faith, and entered into the joy of his Lord, of whom 
he was a highly-favoured servant, on the sixth day of April, 
in the year 1827. In concluding  these few remarks, I can 
only add, that in conducting this work through the press, it 
has proved to me a sweet substantial spiritual repast, and, as 
I trust, lastingly instructive and edifying. My prayers will go 
before and follow it, that He whose office in the Covenant of 
Grace it is to glorify the Lord Jesus (and without whose 
operation, no heartfelt enjoyment of this or any other work 
can be profitable to the Church of God), will graciously be 
pleased to bless it to the souls of His people, and cause it to 
minister in His Church to “the acknowledgment of the 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ, in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  Amen. 1

EDITOR 
London, May, 1848  

 Colossians 2:2-31
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
CHAPTER 1 

Introductory Remarks, being an affectionate Personal Address from the 
Writer to the Reader 

UNDER deep humbling of soul, in the contemplation of 
Divine goodness for the preservation of my unworthy life to 
the present hour—and under the impression of warm 
affection to the people of God, whom the Lord hath also 
preserved alive to this day—I desire to congratulate the 
spiritual Church of the living and true God. Grace, mercy, 
and peace be with you, from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, through the anointings of the Holy Ghost. In 
looking back on the events of seventy-four years now past—
the days gone are to be numbered with the generations before 
the flood—I here see enough in all that relates to me, to lay 
low in the dust of self-abasement before God: I behold, no 
less, in all that relates to the Divine dealings of the Lord 
towards me, abundant cause to raise a voice of praise, and to 
say with one of old, “Surely goodness and mercy have 
followed me all the days of my life.”  I can, and do therefore, 2

set to my seal that God is true. And amidst all the reproaches 
of my own faithless and unbelieving heart, I arise, by 
Sovereign grace, above all that I am the subject and the 
object of in myself, to live upon Him and his 
unchangeableness, who is the same faithful God, “yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever.”  3

 Psalm 23:62

 Hebrews 13:83
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But, while calculating the revolutions of time, and 
beholding the beautiful order of things in the Divine 
government, I cannot but connect with the view, the dying 
state in which our nature stands. True, indeed, it is, the sun of 
this lower world occupies the same place in the heavens as it 
did when I was born; the regular return of seasons is the 
same; and the Lord hath said, “While the earth remaineth, 
seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
and day and night, shall not cease.”  And the Lord hath 4

further promised, that those ordinances of heaven and earth 
become the sure pledge of his Everlasting covenant in the 
higher department of grace with his people. But not so man 
in his present being of nature; his “LIFE IS BUT A VAPOUR, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  5

“As a flower of the field so he flourisheth; for the wind 
passeth over it and it is gone; and the place thereof shall 
know it no more.”  “Your fathers,” said one of old “where 6

are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?”  Our 7

lengthening shades lengthen as we go; and amidst the zenith 
of the great luminary of the day, as he is in himself to us, he 
becomes a setting sun, indicating continually the approach of 
night. Blessed will it be, if, while under the influence of his 
declining, we are brought under the shadow of the “Sun of 
Righteousness, which ariseth with healing on his wings;”  8

 Genesis 8:224

 James 4:145

 Psalm 103:156

 Zechariah 1:57

 Malachi 4:28
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and amidst all our changes, while passing under the tropics 
of this world, we live in Him, and upon Him, “with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”  Precious 9

consideration! when like the moon, whose waning is 
increased in proportion as she draws nearer to the sun, the 
Church dwindles in herself, and all her supposed self-
attainments, as she is brought closer within His orb, who is 
her “Everlasting light, and her God her glory.”  10

Verging as I now am on the confines of Eternity, and well 
aware that, at my advanced age, every step I take in the 
present time state, the world is receding more and more from 
me, and I from the world,—I gladly avail myself to catch the 
passing moment as it flies, that it may bear on its wing, at 
this era, my salutation to my fellow-pilgrims travelling with 
me to the city of our God. I am favoured to greet the 
“brethren that are in Christ Jesus,”  which most probably 11

will be my last, before I go hence and be no more seen. And I 
persuade myself that every truly redeemed and regenerated 
child of God, who with me feels and knows the plague of his 
own heart and no less, that all the “promises of God in Christ 
Jesus are yea and amen” —will give me credit when I say, 12

that I rejoice in the blessedness of my situation. So much of 
my eventful life being over, through the whole of which, 
abounding undeservings have only been exceeded by more 
abounding grace. In the overwhelming view of such 
 James 1:179

 Isaiah 60:1910

 Romans 8:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:14, 1 Peter 5:14 11

 2 Corinthians 1:2012
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goodness in the past, I find the greater confidence to trust the 
Lord for the remainder that is to come. I can say with the 
Apostle Paul, and from the same well-grounded faith as his 
was—“I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.”  I am, therefore, as that blessed servant 13

of God was when he so expressed himself, “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ”  And I know as he did, that it 14

is indeed a blessed hope, that “maketh not ashamed, because 
the love of God is shed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto me”  And being now almost come 15

within the reach of it, I already anticipate the possession. By 
faith I bring it near; And like the traveller returning from his 
journey, and being nearly arrived at home, to whose longing 
eye his habitation, in which are lodged all that is dear to him, 
begins to open before him, and a thousand tender images of 
delight arise to his imagination; so to my spiritual senses, the 
many glorious things which are spoken of in Scripture, 
concerning my Eternal home, come in full prospect before 
me, and fill my soul with joy unspeakable, as I approach the 
precincts of that blessed city, “whose builder and maker is 
God.”  The gates of the new Jerusalem already appear in 16

view; they magnify to my ravished view every time I behold 
them; and the glorified inhabitants, amidst their shouts and 

 2 Timothy 1:1213

 Titus 2:1314

 Romans 5:515

 Hebrews 11:1016
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thanksgivings, seem as if looking over the battlements of 
heaven, and upon their kindred relations here below, in the 
animating language of scripture, “Be ye not slothful, but 
followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
promises.”  17

Under these impressions, I desire to salute my Christian 
brethren of the family of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
here upon earth, while I bless His holy name for that part of 
it which He hath taken to himself in heaven. They are indeed 
but one and the same. For though at present in different 
worlds, yet not differently beloved or differently related. 
Jesus himself says to his Church, “My dove, my undefiled is 
but one: she is the only one of her mother; she is the choice 
one of her that have her.”  And when the purposes are fully 18

answered, for which the Lord, in his unerring wisdom, keeps 
any of his Church here below, he will take the whole home to 
join the Church triumphant above; for as the Lord hath said, 
“There shall be one fold and one Shepherd.”  In the 19

meantime, with what words can I congratulate the Lord’s 
redeemed and regenerated family, who are waiting for his 
coming to take them to himself; or what shall I say—yea, 
what can I say, except what the Holy Ghost hath said, and 
left upon record for the perpetual consolation of his people 
until the Lord come? Our most glorious Lord and Saviour 
hath “ABOLISHED DEATH, and hath brought life and 

 Hebrews 6:1217

 Song of Solomon 6:918

 John 10:1619
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immortality to light through the gospel.”  This is a 20

proclamation that ought to be made in every place of 
concourse where the Lord’s people are, and especially to 
such among them who are brought into sharp and trying 
circumstances. There is a beautiful correspondence between 
this proclamation and that of the mighty Angel which the 
Evangelist John saw in a vision, “who came down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud and a rainbow, and who set his 
right foot upon the sea, and his left foot upon the earth.”  21

And the Apostle heard the words of the proclamation which 
he made, when, lifting up his hand to heaven, “he sware by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, that there should be time no 
longer.”  This destruction of time and the abolishing of 22

death are to the same amount. And it may be said of both, as 
Joseph, taught of God, said of the dream of Pharaoh being 
doubled; because the thing is established by God, and God 
will shortly bring it to pass. The spiritual Church of Christ is 
highly interested in these immense events. Death abolished, 
and life and immortality brought to light through the gospel, 
are the precious privileges of every truly redeemed and 
regenerated child of God to know now. And in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, 
and the mystery of God is finished, these will be followed by 
the consummation of this mighty angel’s oath—all will be 
Eternity, and there shall be time no longer. Let me only, by 
the way, observe, that the perfect conviction of those 

 2 Timothy 1:1020

 Revelation 10:1-221

 Revelation 10:622
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momentous truths, and of the triumph of our most glorious 
Saviour over death, hell, and the grave, as the Almighty head 
of his church and people, is now received by faith into the 
spiritual mind, and understanding, and conscience, of every 
redeemed and regenerated child of God; and, under the 
unction of God the Holy Ghost, lived upon and enjoyed, day 
by day, in the personal knowledge of and communion with, 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. These blessed 
Divine properties realize, and bring home to the soul, things 
of an Eternal nature, however remote in time, and afford an 
instant and an abiding possession; and are what the Apostle 
prayed for respecting the Church, when he said, “Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.”  23

 Romans 15:1323
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DIGNITY OF THE SON OF GOD 
CHAPTER 2 

The Dignity of the Son of God—The imbecility of Man, and his utter 
impotency—The Infinite greatness of Christ and his Salvation—His 

various dispensations with his Church, and his recovering it from all the 
consequences of Sin 

The foundation principle upon which we are now 
proceeding, is the great question in the Gospel, and proposed 
by our Lord himself—“What think ye of Christ?”  What 24

have you been divinely taught concerning him? For until we 
have a knowledge of his Person, we can have no knowledge 
of his work, nor knowledge of ourselves and of our lost 
estate by nature before God; neither knowledge of our want 
of salvation, and of the fulness and suitableness of Christ for 
salvation. The language of Holy Scripture on these 
momentous points is, “They that know thy name will put 
their trust in thee.”  But none can trust an unknown God, 25

though through grace we have faith to live upon an unseen 
God. Hence it is said of our Lord and Saviour, “Whom not 
having seen ye love; in whom though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and of glory, 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls.”  And let it never be forgotten, that there can be no 26

real true scriptural apprehension, either of the person of 
Christ, or of salvation by him, but spiritually. And until we 

 Matthew 22:4224

 Psalms 9:1025

 1 Peter 1:826
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are regenerated, we have no spiritual life; and without 
spiritual life there are no faculties for apprehension. The 
Holy Ghost has stated this solemn truth, in terms so plain and 
clear as cannot be mistaken—“The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.”  Observe, it is not said the natural man will not 27

receive, them, but that he cannot. He hath no spiritual 
faculties alive to receive them. And hence the mighty act of 
God in regeneration, by which the people of God, who by 
nature are dead in “trespasses and sins,”  are quickened 28

into spiritual life in Christ. God, who at the old creation 
“commanded the light, to shine out of darkness,” shineth in 
this new creation in the heart, to “give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  29

And it cannot be too often repeated, that the glorious 
Gospel is founded upon this very principle—man’s utter, 
helplessness and hopelessness. The Lord makes provision for 
his restoration in the complete and finished work of His dear 
Son. And then let it be considered, man’s ruin is wholly in 
himself; his restoration wholly in God. It is not what man can 
do, for he can do nothing except sin; but what God can do, 
and will do, yea, hath done for him. By the Adam-fall 
transgression, man is “dead in trespasses and sins.”  By 30

rich, free, Sovereign grace, he is quickened together with 
 1 Corinthians 2:1427

 Ephesians 2:128

 2 Corinthians 4:629

 Ephesians 2:130
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Christ. The mystery of iniquity and the mystery of godliness, 
are thus opened and explained by the Lord himself to his 
spiritual Church: and in the person of Christ, who, by taking 
our human nature into union with his Divine, became the 
visible Jehovah, to make known what without such a 
gracious revelation, could not have been made known—
namely, man’s fall by Adam, and his recovery by Christ. 
Thus, as is said by the Apostle, he “in his times showed who 
is the blessed and only Potentate; the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords: who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
seen or can see.”  Hence, therefore, through that union 31

with our nature,—this became the medium of visibility. He, 
the Eternal Son of the Father, is the whole efficiency of 
salvation. His was to do away all the injury of the fall, for his 
people. His the sole work to bring for them redemption. His 
(as the Holy Ghost described him by the prophet) “to build 
the old waste places, and to raise up the foundation of many 
generations.”  And hence, among the numberless glorious 32

names by which he is known, these are strikingly descriptive 
of his person—the “repairer of the breach—the restorer of 
paths to dwell in.”  33

The Lord, in those sublime words by the prophet, says, 
“Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy 
One: To him whom man despiseth—to him whom the nation 

 1 Timothy 6:1631

 Isaiah 58:1232

 Isaiah 58:1233
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abhorreth.”  What him is this whom man despiseth, and 34

who is he whom the nation abhorreth? Nay, there can be but 
one to whom the words are in the least applicable; even Him, 
of whom the Patriarch Jacob, when dying, spake, and under 
the spirit of Prophecy declared, “To whom the gathering of 
the people should be.”  That mighty Him, of whom, in after 35

ages, by the same spirit of Prophecy, it was said, “That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together.in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth, even in him.”  And as if this was 36

not enough to define both the Infinite greatness of his person, 
and the Infinite completeness of his salvation, the same 
Almighty Spirit who inspired both the Patriarch and the 
Apostle thus to speak of Christ, added another Scripture to 
the same amount, and thus described him—“Having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself;” by Him I say, repeating the mighty 
Him with the strongest emphasis, “whether they be things on 
earth or things in heaven.”  37

In proposing the question here, What think ye of Christ? I 
am not going to give a statement of the person of Christ, or 
of the glory of Christ: I consider that I am addressing the 
spiritual reader, with whom those things are familiar in their 
life and conversation. It cannot therefore be necessary to go 
over the scripture ground, to remind the believer of what he 

 Isaiah 49:734

 Genesis 49:1035

 Ephesians 1:1036

 Colossians 1:2037
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is supposed to be in the daily enjoyment of; namely, 
communion and fellowship with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ, through the anointings of the Holy Ghost. I take 
for granted that every truly regenerated child of God, who is 
thus brought into an apprehension of being a member of 
Christ’s mystical body, and belonging to the Spiritual Church 
of Christ, and hath been Diviner taught, and by Divine power 
is living upon Christ, will know that Christ possesseth, and 
hath possessed from all Eternity, in common with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, all Divine attributes and perfection. And 
when as one of the persons of the Godhead He came forth, 
for the salvation of his people, He assumed our nature into 
union with His Divine; and He it is, as the Apostle describes 
him, whom as “concerning the flesh Christ came, who is 
over all, God blessed for ever.”  The question then, What 38

think ye of Christ? is specially and personally addressed to 
every one of them; and for them, and them alone, is it 
calculated. To ask the world of unrenewed men, in the 
ignorance of nature, their views of Christ, would not be 
unsimilar [dissimilar] to that of desiring the deaf to describe 
sounds, or the blind colours. My present turn of thought is of 
a different tendency, which is by marking the footsteps of the 
Lord in the design of those dispensations towards his 
Church: for in the multiplied and multiplying systems of 
infidelity arising everywhere around, they cannot but 
discover that the Lord is carrying on His own holy purposes. 
And though, like the vision of Ezekiel, the machine he saw 
of wheel within wheel, was too vast and complicated for the 

 Romans 9:538
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Prophet to unravel; yet, when he beheld the Mighty One 
above the firmament, on the throne, guiding the whole, the 
man of God was sure that all was conducting by unerring 
wisdom; and that order would ultimately arise out of 
seeming confusion. Such are or ought to be the views of the 
Lord’s people, in what is going on in this nineteenth century. 
And while the word of God is confirmed by the very 
dispensations themselves, which forewarned the Church 
“that in the last days perilous times should come,”  the 39

reason in part, so far as concerns the people of God, is also 
stated,—“That there must be heresies, saith the Apostle, 
among you, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you.”  The momentous question, therefore, 40

What think ye of Christ? seems to meet the Lord’s redeemed 
ones at every renewed account of blasphemy which they hear 
of, or with which their eyes or ears are assailed? Scarce a 
month passeth without some new wonderful production 
against the doctrines of our holy faith: the press teems with 
them, and each is directed to outstrip his fellow. The prophet 
says, “The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city, and the man of 
wisdom shall see thy name: Hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it.”  And in my apprehension there is a great 41

sweetness in the question of our Lord, if considered as 
personally directed to each of his chosen people, “What think 
ye of Christ?”  Jesus is regardless what others think; but 42

 2 Timothy 3:139

 1 Corinthians 11:1940

 Micah 6:941

 Matthew 22:4242
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He takes great interest in all they think of Him, and all that 
concerns His people. 

It is a soul animating subject in life, and when we come to 
lay our head on a dying pillow, to reflect on the Almightiness 
of him who hath “abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel.”  There is a vast 43

comprehension in this sentence, and, at the same time, the 
grand truths are fully expressed. It is a sentence in which 
every word tells; and the glorious events declared to have 
been accomplished, are greater in magnitude than the 
creation or destruction of a thousand worlds. The Infinite 
nature and dignity of His person, to whom alone is ascribed 
such stupendous acts—the acts themselves, being beyond the 
grasp of all created power, and incapable of achievement by 
any arm less than God. The eventful consequences involved 
in this mystery, in abolishing death, is not simply killing 
death, if the term be admissible, but annihilating death, and 
bringing life and immortality to light through the Gospel; by 
which the whole Church of God are recovered from all the 
consequences of sin, to the Everlasting enjoyment of 
salvation: these are the trophies of our most glorious Saviour, 
the result of His own personal and incommunicable work, 
when, as the prophet described, “his own arm brought 
salvation unto him, and his fury upheld him.”  44

In following up the subject, under the leading particulars 
concerned in it, I propose, as the Lord shall be pleased to 

 2 Timothy 1:1043

 Isaiah 63:544
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enable me, and in the consciousness of its first and highest 
importance, to beg the attention of the spiritual reader to the 
contemplation of His Almighty Person and character, by 
whom the destruction of death and the restoration of life and 
immortality are accomplished; and also the mighty deeds 
themselves, and of the blessed and happy consequences 
resulting to the Church of God from them—namely, the free 
gift and Sovereign grace of God through the Gospel. And if 
the Lord who gives the subject, will accompany our 
contemplations of it with His Divine teaching and unction, 
the savour of His name and His salvation, will not only open 
to His redeemed and regenerated people the fulness of grace, 
but daily become a source of unspeakable comfort through 
the whole of our time state upon earth, until faith is lost in 
sight, and hope consummated in glory. 

And let me remark, that the spiritual understanding must 
first be enlightened of the Lord, or there will be no saving 
taste or relish in the heart for him. For though our Lord hath 
wrought and accomplished all that is here said of him, and is 
Himself divinely suited alike for all his people, including the 
most desperate cases, and the most ignorant cases of sinners 
as sinners; yet, without Divine instruction, both the 
knowledge of His person and the belief of His finished 
salvation are not attainable by all human learning. That 
single scripture, which I before mentioned—and there are 
many others to the same purport—throws to the ground all 
the presumptuous reasoning of man, and all that philosophy, 
falsely so called, can invent. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
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him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned;”  such is the physical impossibility of the thing 45

itself. 
Before I enter upon those distinct branches of the subject 

which I have proposed, and others of the same interesting 
nature, I would gently take the reader by the hand, and 
request a pause at the threshold, in order to impress the mind 
with a few observations for the better apprehension of it, by 
considering human nature as it is depicted in the word of 
God. 

 1 Corinthians 2:1445
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HUMAN DEPRAVITY 
CHAPTER 3 

Man further considered, in a prominent view, respecting his fixed Station 
of Human Depravity 

Let us consider man as the creature of God, a compound of 
soul and body—dust modified, enlivened by the breath of the 
Almighty. He was made a little lower than the angels, but by 
his apostasy from God he became impotent and helpless. He 
is now a fallen creature, has  broken his allegiance to God, 
and joined a confederacy against him. He is compared in the 
Scriptures to everything hurtful; “and that the thoughts of his 
heart are evil, and that continually; and that he drinketh in 
iniquity like water.”  This is not the case of one man, but 46

everyman and all men; not one, or two, or ten million, but 
every son and daughter of Adam, who are all alike by nature 
involved in the same universal corruption; and while 
continuing in the unregenerate state of an unrenewed mind, 
must necessarily follow the bias of their depraved nature, 
which the sacred word of God declares to be “enmity against 
God:”  so that it is not this man or that nation, a single 47

person or a community, but man himself; his whole nature; 
the inherent delinquency of sin in all his members; himself 
rotten at the core, and as impossible to create love towards 
God in his unregenerate heart, as to create a world. The 
Lord’s statement cannot but be correct when he saith, “Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then 

 Genesis 6:5, Job 15:16 46

 Romans 8:747
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may ye also do good that are accustomed to do evil.”  As a 48

sinner, he is under condemnation, and can do nothing 
acceptable to God. In this deplorable state he will talk of his 
power and ability to turn and convert himself, though 
impotent and helpless, and not possessed of one excellency 
to recommend him to the Divine favour, being “dead in 
trespasses and sins,”  destitute of spiritual life and grace. In 49

this pitiable state are all mankind; and if God takes 
knowledge of any in a way of mercy, it cannot proceed from 
any worthiness in themselves to recommend them to the 
Divine favour; for whatever regard God shows unto us, is of 
His own good-will and pleasure: for he says, “I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean. A new heart 
also will I give you.”  This is all free mercy: for God 50

expressly asserts, “I am sought of them that asked not after 
me; I am found of them that sought me not;”  insomuch 51

that man never seeks after God, until God seeks after him in 
a way of mercy. Now, the ruling principle of the heart, being 
in opposition to God, (in whose judgment no word or action 
can be directed to His honour,) and not seeking the glory of 
the Great Supreme, man necessarily and exclusively aims at 
self in all he undertakes to do. Our Lord has taught us, that as 
is the tree, such are its fruits. If we are enemies in our mind 
against God, our works must of course be wicked works; for 

 Jeremiah 13:2348

 Ephesians 2:149

 Ezekiel 36:2550

 Isaiah 65:151
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none can “bring a clean thing out of an unclean.”  Let our 52

works be what they may in themselves and in the esteem of 
men, in the estimate of God, whose judgment is always 
according to truth, they are truly wicked, because the streams 
can never rise higher than the fountain. There is not a 
perfection in the Divine nature, nor a testimony of the Divine 
will, either in His word or in His providence, to which the 
unrenewed mind is not averse, especially the Sovereignty of 
grace in the salvation of sinners by Jesus Christ; because this 
leaves a fallen creature a mere dependent on the good 
pleasure of God, as entirely lost and ruined in himself. This 
branch of Divine truth has in all ages excited the warmest 
rancour of the human heart, and has been opposed in every 
possible form; and never can be acceptable to the unrenewed 
mind: and yet there is no view of the character of God in 
which His true glory shines with more magnificent 
brightness. For if it be acknowledged that He is the great first 
cause and last of all things, He must possess an independent 
right of doing as He pleases; and if He be not, then He ceases 
to be God. There is no alternative. When the Inspired 
writings declare that the “heart of man is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked,”  and that “death hath 53

passed on all men, for that all have sinned;”  this, with 54

many other similar declarations, reconcile us to the present 
event of man’s dissolution, and sets aside the fond notion of 
the innocence and moral purity of human nature; insomuch 

 Job 14:452

 Jeremiah 17:953

 Romans 5:1254
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“that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  55

The immutability of human depravity is manifested by its 
continually resisting the Book of revelation, and rejecting its 
claims to a Divine Original, which has had the longest 
standing of any in the world. A Book whose contents have, 
by the blessing of God, been made effectual for forming the 
best members of society upon earth; and not only so, but 
have, through the faith of Christ, supported and enlivened the 
dying beds and softened the dying pillows of millions, and 
made prisons, for the sake of Christ, anti-chambers of Eternal 
bliss, and transformed the flaming stake of Martyrs into a 
triumphal car ascending to the world of glory.  

 Romans 3:2355
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THE BIBLE 
CHAPTER 4 

The Bible, its Divine Originality and Suitability to Facts—Human 
Reason must bend to its Divine Authenticity to understand its Records 

We have considered man as a sinner:—and that he has to 
do with a just and righteous Lawgiver, who is “able to save 
and to destroy,”  cannot be doubted; then is it not shocking 56

to cast aside the only Book which truly describes our case, 
where in our disease is manifested, and a remedy pointed 
out? There are demonstrations of the Bible’s Divine Original, 
amply sufficient to satisfy the conscience in relying on its 
testimony. It has been opposed, but it abides; and by its 
continuance gives credit to its Author. Every attack upon it, 
advances its reputation; and every cordial reception of it, 
bears fresh evidence to its internal and delightful suitability 
to the case of man as a sinner, and produces an additional 
testimony that the Scriptures are of God. And with respect to 
the doctrines therein contained, however diversified the 
modes of assault which have been devised and practised 
against them, they yet shine in the Sacred page, and triumph 
in the bosom of those who know their truth. Who can consult 
those records without seeing himself described, if he read 
with an understanding heart? And who can see his own 
picture delineated, without a conviction that none but God 
could indite them? The unequalled Majesty of its language, 
the transparent integrity of its declarations, and the 
penetrating authority with which it speaks of man and of 

 James 4:1256
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God, are such, that it is the noblest exercise of reason to bow 
to its testimony, with the deepest gratitude for the favour 
conferred upon us. 

Here we must take into consideration, that reason is a 
mental power, by which man judgeth of such things as are 
suited to his nature and capacity; but then he cannot 
understand those things of which he has no discernment or 
perception. Reason belongs to man as a creature of God; but, 
after all its exercise, what has it done for man? What 
difficulty has it solved? What important inquiry has it 
satisfied? It is manifest that man’s abode upon earth is 
transitory, and it is certain that a future state of conscious 
existence succeeds. But what has reason to say on this 
solemn and interesting subject? What question that affects 
the solid happiness of man has it answered? It has denied the 
truth of what it does not understand; but this administers no 
relief to the mind that is deeply impressed with the immense 
concern of its approaching fate. The fact of a well-nigh six 
thousand years experience shows, that reason knows nothing 
but what it is taught. Then let reason be a learner, and you 
put it in its proper place. It is true; man has a soul of vast 
capacious powers; but his reason cannot fathom the 
profundity of Deity, nor measure Infinity. The sum total 
comes to this, that the Christian believer is placed higher in 
the school of knowledge than the unbeliever, being favoured 
with a faculty for knowing and enjoying objects which the 
other is not. For the declaration of Holy Writ is, “He that is 
spiritual discerneth all things;”  and when faith is 57

 1 Corinthians 2:1557

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �28 174



THE DYING PILLOW

bestowed upon him, his pride receives such a stroke as never 
to recover its former influence over him. He no longer boasts 
of his mighty reason, and he ceases to value himself upon his 
supposed moral virtues. He now in the estimation of men, 
becomes a “fool that he may be wise.”  And let it be 58

particularly noticed, when the God of all grace visits a sinful 
creature to stamp His image upon him, he “casteth down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringeth into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ, that the Lord alone may 
be exalted.”  As a proof of this, man is made willing to 59

relinquish his reason as a tutor, and to renounce his pride of 
heart and his self-qualifications as a ground of dependence 
before God. Here he strictly denies himself; and looks alone 
for teaching and salvation to the Holy Spirit, and to the blood 
of sprinkling. He is now effectually convinced that the 
“foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men.”  And be it remembered, that 60

this change is not the effect of enthusiasm, or education, but 
of God’s free mercy. For man is not reasoned by natural 
conviction out of unbelief into faith; but saved through the 
gift and working of the Divine power, to possess faith. 
Convinced and renewed in heart by the Holy Spirit, he is 
taught that erroneous reasonings dishonour the God of truth, 
and that the truths of God will never yield to the errors of 
reason. Being truly humbled, and made to despair of his own 

 1 Corinthians 3:1858

 2 Corinthians 10:559

 1 Corinthians 1:2560
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self-righteousness, he not only receives the word of God, but 
freely rests his Eternal all on its truth, as beholding 
everything in it that is worthy of God, as suitable to his case 
as a perishing sinner. The great truths of God’s word appear 
to him with such convincing and satisfactory evidence, that 
he cannot but embrace them, and glorify His name for such 
grace bestowed upon him. He has renounced with abhorrence 
the high opinion he once held, both of his reason and his 
moral fitness, and is willing to be saved as the chief of 
sinners, that the grace of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
may have the praise for ever. Now, let the whole of what I 
have been remarking upon in this section, against the mere 
natural powers for the attainment of Divine knowledge, void 
of instruction from the Lord, be noticed; that so far from 
discouraging the humble and the timid, it tends on the 
contrary to give the strongest hope. For among the absolute 
and unconditional promises of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
this stood eminently conspicuous: “All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord.”  And our adorable Lord, in the New 61

Testament, brought it forward by way of proof, and in 
confirmation, that His people had this very teacher. He said, 
“It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught of 
God. Every man, therefore, that hath heard, and hath learned 
of the Father, cometh unto me.”  And what can be more 62

soul satisfying to every child of God? Are you come to 
Christ? Do you believe that He hath “abolished death, and 

 Isaiah 54:1361

 John 6:4562
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brought life and immortality to light through the gospel?”  63

Then it is plain you have been taught of God, for a science 
like this was never learned in nature’s school. And I will hold 
the reader’s hand no longer upon this subject itself, than to 
say, let it not be supposed that the attainments in this Divine 
knowledge, which “maketh wise unto salvation,”  are in all, 64

which are Divinely taught, alike. It is in the Lord’s 
household, in this particular, as it is in a man’s household; all 
the children are not of equal age, of equal stature, of equal 
apprehension. Some are highly favoured with the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ; they have 
enlarged conceptions both of the glories of His person and 
the Infinite suitability and completeness of His salvation—
they lie in His bosom, as John did—and sit with Him at the 
table, as Lazarus sat. Others are weak, and timid, and go 
lean, and are often in bondage fears. And not a few there are 
of the Lord’s tried ones, who are the subjects of pity, from 
infirmities of body, which, like the Apostle Paul, they “groan 
under, being burdened.”  But amidst these diversities of 65

character, which are as various in the mind, as are the 
features of the body, the question is, Are they children, and 
taught of God? Are they made acquainted with the “plague 
of their own heart;”  out of love with themselves, and in 66

love with Christ Jesus? These are standards of character, and 
which testify their suitableness. He, with whom they are in 

 2 Timothy 1:1063

 2 Timothy 3:1564

 2 Corinthians 5:465

 1 Kings 8:3866

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �31 174



THE DYING PILLOW

love, is for them, and they for Him; His is the grace to give, 
and theirs the blessedness to receive. And as all alike have 
the sentence of death in themselves, that they should not trust 
in themselves, but in Him which raiseth the dead; the 
glorious view of our. Lord and Saviour here proposed, is 
equally suited for all the Lord’s family. Oh! for an enlarged 
spiritual. apprehension to the whole of Christ’s body the 
Church; that we may look steadily and steadfastly to Him 
who “hath abolished death, and brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel!”  67

 2 Timothy 1:1067
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THE RENEWED MIND 
CHAPTER 5 

A Description of the Renewed Mind under the Teachings of the Holy Spirit 

The saving knowledge I have been considering, can 
only arise from Divine illumination, or the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. By the effectual agency of this Gracious 
Instructor, the enlightened mind is favoured with such 
views of God, and of himself, as to produce humility, 
and to lay him low at the footstool of the Divine 
Majesty. His view of the extensive purity and spirituality 
of the law of God in its just requirements, and of the evil 
of sin, so operates upon him, that all his hope of 
salvation dies in his sight. He knows, by the most 
undoubted evidence, that he is a “man of unclean lips,”  68

and feels, it tried by that law which is “holy, just, and 
good,”  that he is undone for ever; and knows, by heart 69

felt experience, that “in his flesh dwelleth no good thing.”  70

His moral fitness and his own righteousness, in which he 
once boasted; he now treats as contemptible, and prays he 
may not be found in them before God; while the Holy 
Spirit, in love to his soul, opens in measure the awful 
depravity of his nature—He puts the cry of the publican 
into his heart, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  Having 71

heard of salvation in the cross of Christ for the chief of 
 Isaiah 6:568

 Romans 7:1269

 Romans 7:1870

 Luke 18:1371
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sinners, and being taught the necessity and the suitability 
of such a salvation to his miserable case, he is helped to 
plead with depending on His Word, that he may enjoy 
the benefits of this undeserved, and, until now, undesired 
blessing. That the blood of Christ may be for his pardon 
and cleansing; that the righteousness of Christ may adorn 
his person; that the grace of Christ may be sufficient to 
strengthen him against every temptation to sin; and that 
he may experience peace with God through the work and 
worthiness of the Adorable Mediator. He sees now, by a 
light which cannot deceive, that there is plenteous 
redemption in Christ, and in none besides; and that it is 
impossible to be holy or happy, but in union and 
communion with Him. He can adopt the language of the 
apostle, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.”  He once pleased 72

himself in his fancied goodness, but now he is ashamed 
of his best performances; mourns over the ignorance, and 
detests the vanity, of his former state and conduct. Once 
he triumphed in the imaginary extent, and the supposed 
solid dictates and conclusions of his reason; but now he 
is free to unite in the humble language of Agur, “Surely I 
am more brutish than any man, and have not the 
understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom, nor 
have the knowledge of the holy.”  A retrospect of his 73

 Galatians 2:2072

 Proverbs 30:2-373
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arrogance and temerity confounds him before the 
presence of God, and he hides his head in the dust 
because of his rebellion, and confesses with the Psalmist, 
“So foolish was I and ignorant, I was as a beast before 
thee.”  His mind is now satisfied with the word of God, 74

and his will so pleasingly subjected to the Divine will, 
that the language of his heart is, “Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth.”  He is now become a teachable 75

disciple to the “truth as it is in Jesus.”  He has been 76

taught its power; he has tasted of its sweetness to such a 
degree, that every branch of it is not merely acceptable, 
but precious. The doctrines of grace are not matters of 
opinion with him, about which there may be an innocent 
and harmless diversity or contrariety; but having known 
their practical and experimental importance, he receives 
them as the support of his soul, and honours them as the 
doctrines of God. So far from treating them with 
indifference, his desire is, that his knowledge of the 
whole may be enlarged, and that his attachment to them 
may be confirmed. He considers himself called to 
“contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints;”  and those who charge him with bigotry or 77

enthusiasm, but too plainly show their ignorance of the 
man who is taught of God to love His truth. For did they 
see those special realities with his eyes, and know them 

 Psalms 73:2274

 1 Samuel 3:9-1075

 Ephesians 4:2176

 Jude 1:377
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with his experience, they would applaud his zeal and 
unite in his efforts. They would pray for his success, and 
wish him an enlargement in the ways of God. 

Respecting those parts of God’s word which may have 
appeared mysterious to him, such as the doctrine of the 
ever blessed and glorious Trinity, the renewed mind 
receives the truth of this doctrine on Divine testimony, 
and has the witness within himself of its glorious 
importance. For on what but the love of the Father, the 
redemption of the Son, and the influence of the Spirit, 
does his soul rest for Eternal life? Who but “God 
manifest in the flesh”  could save him from the wrath 78

to come? Who but the Lord the Spirit could bring this 
salvation to his soul, and enable him to depend entirely 
upon it, in the views of death and judgment? Being then 
a subject of this grace, he has in his own bosom the best 
evidence of the true and proper Deity of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; an evidence that may be assailed, but 
cannot be superseded; an evidence founded, not in 
education or human science, but, through the power of 
God, in gracious experience and understanding; and 
therefore it triumphs over all opposition, survives the 
wreck of time, and brightens into the fulness of Eternal 
day. This is genuine Christianity, and the real believer 
therein, does not consider himself at liberty to question 
in which way the manner can be, how God subsisteth in 
essence, and in a plurality of Persons: he leaves it as a 
fact attested by the God of truth, who alone can 

 1 Timothy 3:1678
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understand it. It is the character of a disciple of Christ, 
who sits at the feet of his Divine Master to be taught, not 
to demur, much less dispute, least of all to deny, any 
branch of Divine truth, because it is not explained in the 
manner or circumstance of its existence. There is no 
man, who is convinced of the infinite disparity between 
him and the Most High God, who humbleth himself to 
behold the things that are in heaven, that will venture to 
contend with Him on any testimony of His word, 
because he cannot understand how the thing attested is 
true. It is sufficient to him that God speaks. Once, 
indeed, he might call it a fanatical fancy, but now the 
glory of the Divine character so occupies and satisfies 
his mind, that he feels it to be the noblest act of reason to 
place implicit confidence in the testimony of Him, who 
is the first cause and last end of all things. And the more 
the salvation of Christ is enjoyed in his soul, the more 
this temper prevails in his bosom. In his religious 
profession there is no temporizing hesitancy, but a steady 
firmness, that is honourable to the truth on which he 
depends—a firmness that is not shattered with the 
frowns, nor melted by the favours of those around him, 
because it is supplied from the fulness of Christ. The 
truth, he feels to be the ground of his confidence, and of 
his solid hope for time and Eternity. Being brought to the 
full assurance of understanding to the “acknowledgement 
of the mystery of God, and the Father, and of Christ,”  79

 Colossians 2:279

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �37 174



THE DYING PILLOW

from thence he shall never be moved, because the Lord 
is on his side. 

He contemplates himself as a creature of God, and is 
fully convinced that the whole creation is but as clay in 
the hand of the great Potter, and that He possesses not 
only an uncontrollable but an undeniable right to dispose 
of his creatures as he pleases; and that none can be 
justified in saying to God, What doest thou? because His 
councils and His conduct can receive no assistance from 
us, and are necessarily worthy of Himself. Here He 
considers both angels and men entirely on a level 
together; and God is at liberty to form His own purpose 
concerning them, without rendering a reason for making 
a difference. When man views himself in this mirror, and 
remembers that “all nations before God are as nothing, 
and that they are accounted to him less than nothing and 
vanity,”  he covers his face before the Most High, and 80

is ashamed that a thing of nought should indulge a 
dishonourable thought of absolute independence and 
Infinite blessedness. Here he considers the Sovereign 
will of God in its various exercise towards the children 
of men, and is humbled in the dust with wonder and 
admiration at the grace bestowed upon him whereby he 
is made a child of God, when he might have been left to 
the obstinacy of own depraved understanding. He loves 
to dwell on this view of Divine truth—on all the beauties 
of it, as far as it is discovered to him—until he shrinks 
into nothing before the Eternal Majesty; and which fills 

 Isaiah 40:1780
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his soul with wonder, love, and praise, in the 
contemplation that he should be distinguished as a 
member of Christ’s mystical body, and that he should be 
protected through all the future changes of his life, and 
shall ultimately be brought safely and honourably to the 
kingdom prepared for him. 

When he looks at himself as a sinner, he sits down in 
reverent silence. He has no question to put on the 
wisdom of God in His dealings with the children of men, 
or in the permission of evil; here he bows with 
submission and humble adoration. He feels himself a 
transgressor of the holy law of God, and confesses the 
mournful fact, without reserve and without excuse. He is 
convinced of the justice of the Lawgiver, and therefore 
approves the whole of His conduct in taking vengeance. 
Instead of thinking hard of God because any perish in 
their sin, he wonders that any are saved, but particularly 
himself. He is satisfied, that had it been the will of God 
to have left him to himself, there would have been no 
injustice; because, as a creature, he had no claim on the 
Divine Saviour, and, as a sinner, he stood obnoxious to 
His righteous displeasure. 

Considering himself as a sinner saved, the grace of 
God is the burthen [burden] of his song. A deep abiding 
sense of his unworthiness and sinfulness being always 
present with him, the merits of Christ and His 
righteousness are his constant trust and plea, which bring 
peace to his bosom, and steadfastness in his life and 
conversation, while he walks on the way to the Kingdom 
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of Heaven. Gratitude arises in his breast from a 
conviction of guilt and unworthiness, in proportion to the 
perception of the nature and magnitude of the blessings 
received: he looks to the blood of sprinkling, to be 
cleansed and pardoned. Every appearance of sin in 
himself excites his grief, and makes him long to be with 
his Saviour, that he may see it and feel it again no more 
forever. He anticipates the period when he shall behold 
the glory of his Lord, and be like Him, and cast his 
crown at His feet.  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UNALTERABLE LOVE 
CHAPTER 6 

The testimony Christ has given of Himself as existing in the adorable 
Trinity illustrated, and his unalterable love to his Church established by 

proofs of his Divine Sovereignty and Foreknowledge 

I have considered human nature as delineated in the word 
of God, and the knowledge of salvation by the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. I would now, as I proposed, call the attention 
of the Church of Christ to the contemplation of that very 
blessed testimony the Lord hath incidentally given of 
Himself, in relation to that peculiar mode of being, by which 
He is distinguished from all His creatures, in a Trinity of 
Persons, and which merits the closest attention of all the 
Lord’s people. It is strikingly observable from the Scriptures, 
that Jehovah therein maintains His own sole glory, in 
possession of all Divine Attributes which constitute 
Godhead; that He speaks of Himself as existing in a Trinity 
of Persons in the unity of the Divine Essence. Let the reader 
not fail to observe this, and let him notice and again, and 
within the compass of only three verses in the prophecy of 
Isaiah, three times in the plural number: “Let them” saith the 
Lord,—alluding to idols, and the followers of idols,—“let 
them show US what shall happen. Let them show former 
things, that WE may consider, and that WE may know.”  81

Oh, how gracious was it in God—and I pray the Christian 
disciple above all things to notice His grace in the act—that 
while putting to confusion the whole host of infidels, 

 Isaiah 41:2281
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whether blasphemers of the Bible, or blasphemers of either 
of the Persons in the Godhead—for as far as blasphemy is 
concerned, they are all alike under the same delusion—that 
the Lord hath adopted so blessed a method of preserving his 
people in the “faith once delivered to the saints!”  The US 82

and the WE, in the above proclamation, decidedly prove this 
fundamental article of our most holy faith. And let the reader 
not fail to connect with it the many other scriptures to the 
same amount. For it is the same US which said at the 
creation, “Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR 
likeness.”  The same US which, concerning the tower of 83

Babel, said, “Let US go down.”  The same US which our 84

prophet heard in that vision, when he saw the glory of Christ, 
and heard the Holy Ghost speak, when he said, “Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for US?”  For that this was Christ’s 85

glory, John the Evangelist declared. And that the Holy Ghost 
was the Almighty Creator, the Apostle Paul testified. And it 
was the same US, which the Prophet Hosea hath recorded 
concerning the Lord’s manifestation of Himself to the 
Patriarch Jacob at Bethel, where it is said, “That he spake 
with us, even the LORD GOD OF HOSTS; the Lord is his 
memorial.”  And, to mention no more, the same of whom 86

the Son of God himself spake, when He said, in promising 
the unceasing presence of his Father, Himself, and the Holy 

 Jude 1:382

 Genesis 1:2683

 Genesis 11:784

 Isaiah 6:885

 Hosea 12:4-586
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Ghost, with his people, “WE will come and make our abode; 
and the Holy Ghost shall abide with you for ever.”  I would 87

here ask, what can give comfort to the souls of the Lord’s 
people, but the goings forth of the Lord to his people, in his 
Trinity of Persons, in acts of personal communion with the 
saint! of God in Christ Jesus? From whence hath the Church 
her very being, and her well-being? Is it not from the Holy 
Three in One, which bear record in heaven? Was not the 
Church in Christ, chosen in Christ, by God the Father, before 
the foundation of the world? And did not Christ then betroth 
the Church to himself for ever? And did not God the Holy 
Ghost anoint both Christ and; his people, by which, the head 
was called Christ, that is, the Anointed, and the Church had 
grace given to her in Christ before the world began? And if 
from this foundation, this ocean of blessedness, the Church 
hath her being and well-being, from whence but from the 
same source can the Church derive health and salvation, to 
her continuing in that being, either in relation to the life that 
now is, or that which is to come?  

What a world of attention is shown in the Scriptures by the 
Holy Three in One, to comfort the Church with assurances of 
the unalterable love, and grace, and favour, which Jehovah 
hath towards His Church, in those councils and covenant 
transactions which are there related, going forth for the 
blessing of the Church! The Bible is full of them, either in 
rehearsing of what was then said, or since done. We meet 
with those Divine discourses from the very opening of the 

 John 14:23,1687
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Scriptures: “Let US make man.”  “Behold, the man is 88

become as one of US.”  “Let US go down.”  And the 89 90

personal acts of each in the Godhead—as if to define Person, 
and yet convey conviction to the people of God that the 
works of the Trinity are undivided—are so plainly set forth 
in many parts of the Old Testament, but more particularly in 
the New, that, like the Prophet’s vision, he “that runs may 
read”  them. One of the Fathers in the early centuries, of 91

the name of Gerhard, in his comment upon that blessed 
discourse of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the sixteenth of St. 
John’s Gospel, where our Lord hath so particularly rehearsed 
the special and personal office of the Holy Three in One, 
calls it “Sacratissimus Consessus Trinitatis;” that is, the most 
sacred sitting of the Trinity. I admire the expression, for sure 
it is the most blessed, the most precious and soul-satisfying 
on this momentous truth, the imagination can conceive. And 
it may be added, that when the regenerated child of God is at 
any time reading of it, under the auction of the Holy Spirit, 
he can and will set his seal to the things there spoken, that 
God is true. He learns and believes the common interest the 
Father with the Son hath in all things; and he is led to behold 
the Person of Christ as glorified to his view, and to receive 
the things of Christ when thus shown to him by the Holy 
Ghost. And here it may be profitable to pause, and consider 
how God has identified those Sacred records with Himself, 

 Genesis 1:2688

 Genesis 3:2289

 Genesis 11:790

 Habakkuk 2:291
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by proofs of foreknowledge, and fore appointments, 
establishing His own Sovereignty and character; demanding 
from dunghill idols to show “what shall happen, and to 
declare the things that are to come.”  92

In proof of this Divine prerogative, we need go no further 
than those Scriptures. The Prophet Isaiah, for instance, lived 
more than seven hundred years before the coming of Christ, 
and yet, under the spirit of Prophecy, he has drawn the 
features of character which mark the Person, Godhead, and 
Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, so strikingly, that they 
appear more like a history of facts already accomplished, 
than of events which were not to take place for so many 
centuries after. I stay not to particularize, for, in that case, I 
should have to forward a great part of the Prophet’s writings. 
One or two instances in point will be sufficient. The Prophet 
Isaiah spake of Christ’s miraculous Incarnation, of His birth, 
His ministry, miracles, and their effects. He spake of His 
ordination and call by the Father, and of the meekness and 
mildness of His character, and the contempt and cruelties 
offered to His Person. And whoever compares these 
prophecies with the events in the life of Christ, will find his 
mind overwhelmed with conviction in the wonderful 
correspondence. Had the Prophet Isaiah stood on the banks 
of Jordan when Jesus was baptized, and beheld the “Spirit 
descending like a dove and lighting upon Him,”  he could 93

not have expressed the wonderful relation more accurately 
than he has done. Had he heard Christ preaching in the 

 Isaiah 41:22-2392

 Matthew 3:1693
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synagogue, he could not have described both the Divine 
Preacher, and the substance of His sermon, in more striking 
language than was done by him. And with what astonishment 
must every enlightened eye read the Prophet’s narrative of 
the Lord’s agony in the garden, and His sufferings at the hall 
of Pilate, and the hill of Calvary, where he beholds, almost 
word for word, the history of the whole as drawn by the 
Evangelists at such a remote period! 

I solicit indulgence from the reader to allow me to bring 
forward-with all due submission, from Scripture, a few of the 
more leading points on this doctrine, from whence, under 
Divine teaching, we shall learn how essential must be the 
goings forth of Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons, in acts of 
personal communion with His people, both for the happiness 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. And if 
the Lord the spirit guides the pen of him that writes, and 
instructs the hearts of those that read, the goings forth of the 
Lord to the souls of both in grace, will be followed with the 
lively actings of faith; and God, in His Trinity of Persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, will in all things be glorified in 
Jesus Christ. For here—the first and greatest of every other, 
and which is never to be lost sight of by the regenerated 
Church of God—is the Divine glory. The very purpose for 
which Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons went forth in acts of 
creation, could be no other—His own glory. Here, as to one 
centre, every line is directed. To this, as in one current, all the 
streams of revelation meet. This is, and must be, the first 
cause and final end of all things. And the song which the 
Evangelist John heard issuing from the multitude round the 
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throne, was in one full chorus to the same: “Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power; for thou 
hast made all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.”  94

 Revelation 4:1194
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THE ONLY VISIBLE JEHOVAH 
CHAPTER 7 

The Son of God in our Nature the only visible Jehovah; at the same time 
the Public Head and Surety of his People 

I have been considering the greatest of all objects for 
which Jehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, called all things 
into being; the next is like unto it, namely, that in the 
accomplishment of this glory of Jehovah in His Trinity of 
Persons, all the revelations which He hath been pleased to 
make of Himself, have been, now are, and Everlasting will 
be, in the Person of His dear Son. For thus it is written: “No 
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”  95

Hence we have authority to conclude, that the Son of God in 
our nature, “God manifest in the flesh,”  is the only visible 96

Jehovah; and in “Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.”  And as He is the only visible Jehovah in 97

His person, so is He declared to be the only medium of all 
communication. For thus stand the words in the charter of 
grace: “That in the dispensation of the fulness of time, He 
might gather together in one all things in Christ.”  This 98

mighty Him, therefore, is the glorious Holy One, and 
medium of all manifestation, and of all communion with 
Jehovah in his Trinity of Persons, in all the departments of 

 John 1:1895

 1 Timothy 3:1696

 Colossians 2:997

 Ephesians 1:1098
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nature, providence, grace, and glory. I detain the reader for a 
moment to observe the grace, yea, the inexpressible riches of 
grace, shown the Church in this plan of making known the 
mystery of His will. Had God been pleased to have made a 
thousand worlds, and in those worlds manifested ten 
thousand acts of grace daily to His people, the whole were 
nothing compared to the manifestations of Himself in the 
Person of His dear Son. All God’s works are but the works of 
God; but here is God Himself. 

I do not think it necessary to run back any further into the 
Eternal designs of Jehovah on this mysterious  subject, than 
merely to observe, that while each glorious Person in the 
Godhead took part in these Infinite transactions, it was the 
Son of God in our nature, that, by that union of God and man 
in one Person, became the executor and administrator of all 
those vast designs in the accomplishment of the Divine 
counsel. And how Infinitely suited He, and He alone, was for 
this work, will at once appear if we contemplate the 
Almightiness of His Person, under those two points of 
character, when combined in one: “In him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the GODHEAD bodily.”  And on him the “Lord 99

laid the iniquity of us all.”  Such an union, meeting in one 100

and the same person, dazzle the spiritual eye as we behold; 
and, without adding a single observation more, compel the 
mind into the most palpable conviction of the competency of 
Him by whom the Sovereign acts ascribed to Him were 

 Colossians 2:999

 Isaiah 53:6100

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �49 174



THE DYING PILLOW

wrought. And “without controversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.”  101

But we must not stop here. The Son of God coming forth 
for the salvation of His people, as the Prophet Habakkuk 
describes Him, came with all that Infinite fullness and 
suitability, being Diviner fitted for all the purposes of His 
mission. His essential and Eternal Power and Godhead being 
His own, in common with the Father and the Holy Ghost, in 
the unity of the Divine nature, gave Infinite dignity and 
Infinite value to all He said, to all He wrought, to all He 
suffered. All indeed were the combined acts of the 
indwelling Godhead in the body of flesh which He assumed; 
when, as the Holy Ghost hath been graciously pleased to 
express the marvellous relation by the pen of the Apostle 
John, “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 
“And we,” says the same Evangelist, “beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”  Here, therefore, we behold somewhat, when our 102

spiritual apprehensions are excited, and called forth by 
Sovereign grace to spiritual discernment, of the person of 
Christ. And though all we can see and know in the present 
twilight of our being, is but as “through a glass darkly,”  103

yet, through Divine teaching, we can and do trace the stamp 
of Godhead in all the manifestations of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They bore every one of them the current coin of Heaven. 
They were all pure, like the richest gold, without the least 

 1 Timothy 3:16101

 John 1:14102

 1 Corinthians 13:12103
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alloy; and so Infinitely precious and invaluable, when 
ascertained in the Divine balance, as to weigh down even the 
possibility of equal remuneration to His body the Church to 
all Eternity. 

I shall not stay to gather from the Holy Scriptures, the 
statement there given of the marvellous plan by which the 
Lord of Life and Glory accomplished the vast purposes for 
which He became Incarnate. This, however blessed and 
interesting it is in itself, cannot be brought within the limits 
of this little work: but one part of it must not be overlooked; 
and a precious part it is, because it is indeed the grand 
consideration, on which basis the destruction of death, and 
the introduction of life and immortality, in relation to the 
Church, and our personal interest therein, rest all their 
security. I mean, that in all those mighty works of grace, the 
Lord Jesus acted not as a private Person, but as a public 
Head and Surety of all His people. The very assumption of 
our nature implied as much; and the Volume of both 
Testaments of Scripture decidedly confirmed it. Hence, when 
it is said “that He put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself,”  the sins He put away were the sins of His 104

people: “For he was made sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  105

When He “redeemed us from the curse of the law, it was in 
being made a curse for us.”  Both the sin and the curse 106

were charged upon Christ, as the Head and Surety of His 
 Hebrews 9:26104

 2 Corinthians 5:21105

 Galatians 3:13106
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Church and people. And being laid on Him, consequently 
they were taken from us; for on both they could not be 
chargeable. This is the very sum and substance of the 
Gospel; the ground work of faith; “the nail, fastened by the 
Master of assemblies,”  on which the whole of salvation 107

hangs. And in the perfect conviction and assurance that our 
dear Lord personated all His people in every act, both of 
doing and suffering, all our high hopes of salvation and 
happiness are bottomed [founded]. And hence, in all His 
triumphs, we triumph; in all His victories, He giveth us the 
victory. By virtue of our union with Him, we are virtually 
considered in Him, and in what He has wrought, as if the 
whole had been wrought by ourselves. For as the Church of 
God, in every individual, and collectively considered, are 
said to be members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones, so is He said to be the “Head over all things to the 
Church, which is His body; the fulness of Him that filleth all 
in all.”  108

 Ecclesiastes 12:11107

 Ephesians 1:22-23108
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SOURCE OF ALL BLESSEDNESS 
CHAPTER 8  

The Union and Communion of Christ and his Members, the Source of all 
Blessedness 

I pass on in those leading points of the doctrines of grace, 
to the relation in which the Church stands to God in Christ, 
being “chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.” 

 Here, indeed, as far as concerns the Church, the goings 109

forth of Jehovah are eminently sweet and blessed; insomuch 
as all acts of personal communion which He hath with His 
Church in Christ, ariseth out of this union which the Church 
hath with God in Christ; and is at the bottom of all the 
blessedness to the people of God, both in the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come. The Son of God, taking our 
nature into union with His Divine nature, opened the way for 
what the Holy Ghost, by the Apostle John, calls “fellowship 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”  In 110

confirmation of this glorious truth of our most holy faith, we 
have the united testimony of the HOLY THREE IN ONE, which 
bear record in heaven. God the Father thus proclaims His 
fellowship with His dear Son in our nature, when, by the 
Prophet Zechariah, he calls him, “The man that is my fellow, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.”  And God the Holy Ghost, by the 111

Apostle Paul, testifieth to the Church’s interest in the same, 
when he saith, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto 

 ??109

 1 John 1:3110

 Zechariah 13:7111
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the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”  And 112

God the Son most blessedly gives His sanction to the same; 
yea, and adds to it this precious assurance, that the love each 
glorious Person in the Godhead hath to the Church in Christ, 
is not only shown by this fellowship into which the Church is 
brought by her union with Christ, but also that it is the good 
will and pleasure of Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons, that 
this fellowship shall be made known and enjoyed by the 
Lord’s people when brought into a state of regeneration. “At 
that day,” says Jesus, “ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you.”  And let it not for a moment 113

be overlooked or forgotten, that this choice of the Church in 
Christ is for the express purpose of union and communion 
with Himself. “Jehovah hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and 
Israel for his peculiar treasure.”  “Know that the Lord 114

hath set apart him that is godly for himself.”  “Having 115

predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ unto himself”  Observe the manner of expression—116

to Himself. Not to kingdoms or empires; not to worldly 
wisdom or knowledge; not simply to ordinances or means of 
grace; no, nor even to the happiness or blessedness of 
heaven; for heaven itself, with all the holiness and happiness 
of Eternity, are but the fruits and effects of this choice of the 
Church in Christ Jesus by Jehovah, which is the cause. “This 

 1 Corinthians 1:9112
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 Psalms 4:3115
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people,” says the Lord, “have I formed for myself;” here is 
the cause; “they shall show forth my praise;”  here is the 117

effect. Oh, how truly blessed the relationship in which we are 
brought to Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons, from our being 
called to the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ! And what an 
inconceivable blessedness in those expressions of our Lord, 
when speaking of this union in His prayer to his Father, 
“That they all may be one, as thou, Father art in me, and I in 
thee; that they all may be one in us.”  One in US:—not 118

only one with Christ, and one in Christ, but hereby brought 
into union with the Father—one with US. And, as it was 
observed in the foregoing paragraph, that all revelations are 
in Him— this mighty Him—so here all union and 
communion the Church of God is brought into, is with US—
this mighty US. 

In these leading points of the doctrines of grace, one 
should never be lost sight of by the people of God, namely, 
that His choice of them is personal. Every individual 
member of Christ’s mystical body is such from being chosen, 
and personally, chosen in Him. God the Father himself is 
said in His own Person to have chosen them. The Holy 
Ghost, by the Apostle Paul, stating this concerning the 
Church, says, “Of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named.”  And the Son of God, under the spirit of 119

Prophecy, saith to the same amount in one of the Psalms, “In 
thy book all my members were written, which in continuance 

 Isaiah 43:21117
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were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.”  120

What an overwhelming view of Divine love is here opened 
to the Church of the living God, when once by regeneration, 
and the teaching of the Holy Ghost, the child of God is led to 
see, where he is, and to whom he belongs! And this choice 
being personal, proves that it is not for anything lovely in the 
object of God’s choice, but wholly the result of his own 
Sovereign will and pleasure. God is not moved by anything 
in His people to make choice of them; for it is without regard 
to deservings or undeservings. It is our persons, not our state 
or circumstances, nor for anything in us to recommend, or 
any grace hereafter to be given to us to recommend. The 
Sovereignty of God is hereby fully demonstrated, in that it 
acts solely from Himself, and from nothing out of Himself “I 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious.”  This is the 121

unalterable language of God. So that the persons of the 
Lord’s people are chosen in Christ, and that without regard to 
merit or demerit, being “chosen in Christ before the world 
began.”   122

From these particulars, which may be considered as so 
many leading points in the doctrines of grace,—and the very 
first principles in these doctrines concerning the Persons in 
Trinity,—the regenerated Church of Christ, under Divine 
teaching, may be led to the same conclusion, namely, that 
God, in acts of personal communion with his people in 
Christ, is, and must be, the only source of all blessedness to 

 Psalms 139:16120
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his people, both in the “life that now is, and in that which is 
to come.”  And as each glorious Person hath, in a most 123

plain and palpable manner, shown His own Sovereign act in 
all that relates to the Church, in proof of that distinctness, 
while the whole form the undivided will, purpose, and 
pleasure of the Holy Trinity; the Church of God in Christ is 
enabled, through Divine teaching, to receive the several 
tokens of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and to go forth in acts 
of faith, love, and praise, to each glorious Person, and to all, 
as the one, undivided, Holy Trinity.  

 1 Timothy 4:8123
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THE ACTS OF JEHOVAH 
CHAPTER 9  

The Acts of Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons manifest by the Work of 
the Holy Spirit to the Church—equally Interested, and alike Blessed 

I would now consider, that the source of all blessedness to 
the children of God ariseth, and must arise, from the goings 
forth of God in his Trinity of Persons, in acts of personal 
communion with His people in Christ; as is evident from the 
following considerations:—That in the “most sacred sitting 
of the Holy Trinity,” as one calls it, when in those ancient 
settlements of Eternity, God purposed to go forth in acts of 
creation, and to raise up a Church for His glory; each 
glorious Person took part in that vast design, and adopted 
this most gracious purpose of making each distinctly to be 
known to the individual members of Christ’s mystical body. 
God the Father chose to be revealed, as choosing, adopting, 
and accepting the Church in His dear Son. And God the Son 
no less endeared himself to the affections of His people, by 
marrying the persons of His people, and redeeming them; 
from the Adam-fall transgression by His blood. And the 
promise of God the Holy Ghost became manifested, in 
anointing both head and members, and regenerating the 
Lord’s people, when “dead in trespasses and sin,”  to a 124

new and spiritual life in Christ. And nothing can more fully 
testify the sense and apprehension in which Jehovah, in his 
Trinity of Persons, would have these acts of Godhead 
considered and accepted by the Lord’s people, than having 

 Ephesians 2:1124
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appointed that the Church, in every individual member, 
should be baptized into the joint name, and be blessed by the 
joint blessing, of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. So 
palpable a testimony can need no further evidence; that as 
the whole Person in the Godhead, and each, have taken equal 
parts in the Covenant of grace as relating to the Church; so 
the whole and each are to have equal glory; and all and every 
regenerated child of God is to find blessedness 
communication from each, and the returns of actings of faith, 
and love, and praise with each and all, in grace, love, and 
glory hereafter. 

The goings forth of Jehovah in unceasing acts of grace, to 
the highly favoured objects of Divine love, “chosen in Christ 
before the world began,”  become the highest assurances 125

of the gracious designs of Jehovah in his Trinity of Persons 
in this matter. The Word of God is full of the tenderest 
expressions to this amount, from each and all the Persons in 
the Godhead. Hence all the acts of God the Father to his 
Church in Christ, are agreeable to this tender appellation. He 
first becomes our Father, having adopted the Church in 
Christ as children to Himself, and then manifests his Fatherly 
love in endless love-tokens as our Father. He is specially and 
personally called the “Father of lights,”  the “Father of 126

glory,”  the “Father of mercies, and the God of all 127

comfort;”  as if, and which is indeed the case, as a Father 128

 Ephesians 1:4125
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he begets all those, and every other blessing as his children 
need; yea, they come from Himself, and are apart of Himself, 
for he not only communicates every blessing, but is Himself 
the blessing. He makes his chosen in Christ part of Himself, 
from having taken them into union with Himself in Christ; so 
that having made himself over to them, and making all their 
concerns his, every day, and all the day, He is going forth in 
communion and fellowship, and “blessing them with all 
spiritual blessings, in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.”  129

In like manner of God the Son, all the tenderness of His 
love are personal. The very purpose for which He took our 
nature, was to open and to keep up a continued intercourse, 
communion, and fellowship with His people. And in that 
twofold nature, God and man in one Person, He is eminently 
qualified to go forth in acts of personal communion every 
moment. For as man, He knows and feels what our nature is 
by His own, and as God, He hath all the power and grace of 
God to communicate what is needful forever. And thus, by 
being “Head of His body the Church, he is the fulness which 
filleth all in all.”  130

And in relation to the manifestation of God the Holy 
Ghost, all and every act of love and grace from the Person of 
the Father, and the Person of the Son, to the Church in 
Christ, in the sweet and full enjoyment of them, become the 
immediate work of the Person of the Holy Ghost. He is the 
great spring of all spiritual life and enjoyment; of all spiritual 

 Ephesians 1:3129

 Ephesians 1:22-23130
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blessings, in first giving the Church an apprehension of the 
Father’s love and the Son’s grace, and then sweetly directing 
the soul He hath warmed with that knowledge into lively 
actings of faith upon both, so as to open, and keep open, holy 
communion and fellowship with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. There is a particular glory in that verse of 
Scripture, and I have often found a blessedness in it, in 
which the Lord Jesus, speaking of the Holy Ghost, saith, “He 
shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak.”  And how beautifully do all regenerated 131

children of God prove this in all their instances of prayer, 
when, from having made intercession in our hearts according 
to the will of God, we “know the things that are freely given 
to us of God!”  And I have no less often found a peculiar 132

loveliness in the Holy Ghost being called the Comforter. For 
in the exercise of this office, the Church receives all the 
comforts in the Covenant. And God our Father is called, and 
is indeed, the God of all comfort. And God the Son is in 
himself the whole consolation of Israel. But He who 
emphatically is called the Comforter, is God the Holy Ghost, 
to whose efficient ministry is personally committed to bring 
home and apply all the Father’s comforts, and all the Son’s 
consolations, in the souls of His people. 

If I trespass one moment longer, it shall be to observe, that 
the whole Church of Christ are all equally interested, and all 
equally blessed, in those goings forth of Jehovah in his 
Trinity of Persons, in communion with His people. However 

 John 16:13131

 1 Corinthians 2:12132
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different in age or stature, however distinguished in gifts or 
attainments, the “household of faith,”  when brought into 133

a state of regeneration, is the same; and to “every one of us is 
given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

 And therefore, as the Apostle John speaks, whether 134

fathers, or young men, or little children, all are equally near 
and dear to Jehovah in his Trinity of Persons; and should 
daily study, under Divine teaching, to estimate the Lord’s 
manifestations towards them, not by the largeness of the gift, 
but by the largeness of the love which accompanieth it. I 
have found it good sometimes to be straitened in myself, that 
I might better know, when I am enlarged, that I am enlarged 
in the Lord. Old disciples in the school of Christ, like the 
fathers the Apostle John speaks of, who have “known Him 
that is from the beginning,”  are careful to trace every 135

renewed manifestation up to the Eternal source from whence 
all blessings flow, namely, the Everlasting love of Jehovah, 
which first gave Christ, and all things with Him. And this 
connected view of Eternity with time, in relation to 
manifestations, brings all who are thus taught of God, to 
what the Apostle John calls them—fathers. Now, the 
sweetness and value of such Divine things are not so 
generally known, and consequently are not practised, by 
scholars less advanced. And the young men, the Apostle so 
calls, who are said to be strong, are the Timothys the Apostle 
Paul speaks of—“strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” 

 Galatians 6:10133

 Ephesians 4:7134

 1 John 2:13135
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 for there is strength in no other. But the little ones are 136

equally beloved, and are frequently said also to have known 
the Father, for, being regenerated, their sins are forgiven for 
His name’s sake. But it may be said, perhaps, the attainments 
of these little ones are so slender, that they are frequently at a 
loss to give an “answer to any one who asketh of the hope 
that is in them.”  Be it so. But let such little ones recollect, 137

it is not their attainments, but the Lord’s grace; not what is 
wrought in them, but what is wrought for them. Jehovah’s 
communication to His people in his Trinity of Persons, is not 
their communication to Him. A babe in Christ, like the babe 
in nature, desires “the sincere milk of the word, that he may 
grow thereby.”  And how doth the babe at the breast testify 138

his delight in this food? Not by reason, but by appetite; not 
by what others take, but by what he enjoys: and “having 
tasted that the Lord is gracious,”  he hangs satisfied at the 139

“breasts of consolation.”   140

May the Lord the Holy Spirit visit His Church with, acts of 
personal communion, and His eyes be ever upon it, as upon 
Judea of old. And if the Lord be pleased to give the savour of 
His grace to this production, and an unction from the Lord 
accompanying the reading of it to His people, the design is 
accomplished. Never can a child of God be too earnest, in all 
his attendances on the several means of grace, to discover in 

 2 Timothy 2:1136

 1 Peter 3:15137

 1 Peter 2:2138

 1 Peter 2:3139

 Isaiah 66:11140
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all this savour from Jehovah. It is among the many 
melancholy signs of the present awful times, that head 
knowledge supplieth the place of heart influence; and amidst 
the increased and increasing tide of general profession, the 
waters of the sanctuary run low. Let it be particularly 
noticed, there is a way of preaching Christ, or writing of 
Christ, and in which many of the great truths of the Gospel 
may be delivered, and yet, if acquired only in nature’s 
school, and received by natural men, however promising it 
may appear, inward decays manifest the lifelessness of the 
principles, as consumptive persons sometimes have very 
florid [rosy] countenances.  

Spiritual truths can only be received spiritually. Nature, in 
her highest elevation, is but nature still. And are a 
regenerated child of God manifests more of that Sovereign 
work of grace upon his soul, by those simple acts of spiritual 
life, than all the sermons and books of unregenerate men; 
namely, that the incomings of grace, and the goings forth of 
faith in him, are all spiritual.  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WITNESSES FOR HIM 
CHAPTER 10 

The Children of God witnesses for Him — God demanding an audience 
from his Creatures: his Challenge proclaimed —The Work of 

Regeneration in contradistinction to a Professional Name 

Here let us make a pause, and consider that it is no small 
token of Divine love, when from Divine teaching the child of 
God is enabled to bless God, for what God is in Himself, 
independent of what he has done, and is doing, and will to all 
Eternity do, for His people. Such a frame of mind can only 
come from God, because it leadeth to God, and manifests 
great grace given of the Lord. And we are warranted from 
Scripture to say, that God is well pleased, when at any time 
his children, from the sweet influences received from Him in 
their hearts, can, and do, “bless the Lord in all places of His 
dominion.”  The Lord takes it kind when they put their 141

hearty amen to His glory. For so the Lord saith himself
—“Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth me.”   142

But the child of God adds another sweet note to his hymn 
of praise, when, in contemplation of the Lord’s goodness to 
his Israel, he celebrates the love-tokens of God in his song, 
and saith, “The Lord taketh pleasure in His people, and 
beautifieth the meek with salvation.”  Here the children of 143

 Psalms 103:22141

 Psalms 50:23142

 Psalms 149:4143
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God, in their hallelujahs, are said to “sing aloud upon their 
beds, and the high praises of God are in their mouth.”  144

And yet higher and louder still the note of praise swells in 
their song, when, from the same Divine source, they are 
enabled to become witnesses for God in the midst of a 
“crooked and perverse generation, among whom they shine 
as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life.”  145

Perhaps this is among the highest dignities to which any of 
God’s children can be exalted, during the time-state of the 
Church upon earth. And it is as distinguished as it is 
honourable, when the Lord makes his chosen ones to be his 
witnessing ones, amidst these pestilent seasons, when 
infidels swarm like hornets in the corrupt atmosphere. And 
beyond all doubt, nothing tends to demonstrate the 
Sovereignty of God in more striking characters, than when 
the Lord thus accomplisheth the purposes of His will, in 
producing great events by slender means, and choosing 
“foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” 

 For this is what, in the unequalled majesty of Holy 146

Scripture, is called, “taking the wise in their own craftiness.” 
 God is there said to “frustrate the tokens of the liars, and 147

 Psalms 149:5144

 Philippians 2:15-16145

 1 Corinthians 1:27146

 Job 5:13, 1 Corinthians 3:19147
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make the diviners mad; to turn wise men backward, and 
make their knowledge foolish.”  148

Holy Scripture abounds with instances of the kind; but, 
perhaps, in none more than in that sublime part of the Word 
of God, where the Lord is represented as coming forth to 
manifest His self-existence and Sovereignty, distinguished 
from all creature idols. Under the similitude of a tribunal of 
judicature, Jehovah appears as convening an assembly, and 
demanding an audience from his creatures. Men have their 
courts of justice, and God will have his. And as in these 
transactions among men, the opening of all trials is 
introduced with a proclamation, where all persons interested 
are required to attend; so the Lord of Hosts will not be 
outdone by his creatures, in granting both time and 
opportunity for a fair hearing, but will both summons an 
auditory, and command attention. Yea, God will be heard and 
acknowledged too; for the knee that will not bend to the 
sceptre of His grace, shall break under the iron hand of His 
justice. And the Lord himself thus makes proclamation in 
open court: “Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and 
the deaf that have ears; let all the nations be gathered 
together, and let the people be assembled. Who among them 
can declare this, and show us former things? Let them bring 
forth their witnesses, that they may be justified; or let them 
hear, and say it is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
and my servant whom I have chosen.”  149

 Isaiah 44:25148

 Isaiah 43:8-10149
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Let the reader figure to himself such an assembly. Let his 
imagination bring before him (if the thought be not too vast 
for the human mind to grasp), not a court on this earth, where 
a few hundreds or a few thousands may sometimes be 
crowded together, but where millions upon millions are 
brought—even all the human race, that ever have been, or 
ever shall be, in all ages of the world. Let the reader have his 
mind also deeply impressed with the awfulness of such a 
scene, where every individual is alike interested in the event, 
and all awaiting the solemn decision from God. A tribunal, 
not where man is opposed to man, but where the infidel of 
every description and character is confronted before God. 
Not where human opinion hath the least avail, and where bad 
actions are sometimes varnished over with a fair colouring; 
but where Divine judgment becomes the only standard; 
where every character is faithfully and fully developed and 
made known; and where a solemn, final, and irreversible 
sentence, determines the Everlasting state of all. Let the 
reader have his mind fully occupied in the contemplation of 
these things; and then let him figure to himself the Judge of 
all the earth, proclaiming his Almighty power, in these 
solemn words, as recorded in the Scriptures: “Produce your 
cause, saith the Lord. Bring forth your strong reasons, saith 
the King of Jacob. Let them bring forth, and shew us what 
shall happen: let them shew the former things what they be, 
that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; 
or declare us things to come. Shew the things that are to 
come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods; yea, do 
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good or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it 
together.”  150

Here then is the proclamation of Jehovah. In the issue of 
things spoken of, the Lord condescends to rest the decision 
of his own Divine character. He subpoeneth also, by way of 
confirmation to the whole, the “blind that have eyes, and the 
deaf that have ears;”  and saith of them, “Ye are my 151

witnesses, saith the Lord; and my Servant whom I have 
chosen.”  Let the reader ponder well these things; and then 152

let him conceive (for language fails to express), what the 
final issue cannot but be, the Everlasting confusion which 
must overwhelm the infidel; and the Everlasting joy which 
will burst forth from every heart, in the vast assembly of the 
true believers in Christ. 

That Christ, as Mediator, is both the chosen servant and 
witness of Jehovah, is too plain to need observation. Indeed, 
it is one of His most precious names: the “Amen, the faithful 
and true Witness.”  This branch of my subject would 153

admit of most unbounded enlargement: my province here is 
to speak of the Lord’s people as His witnesses. And here 
much remains to be said. For though, in the first face of 
things, it should seem self-evident that such only can bear 
testimony of God who have received testimony from God, 

 Isaiah 41:21-23150

 Isaiah 43:8151

 Isaiah 43:10152

 Revelation 3:14153
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yet it may be proper to remark, who are not witnesses for 
God, before we further consider those that be. 

And here, without going over much ground in the inquiry, 
it is obvious, at one view, that they can be no, witnesses for 
God who are ignorant of Him. 

For, as it is said concerning Israel of old, “all are not 
Israel that are of Israel;”  so now, all are not Christians 154

who are called Christians. Thousands are reputedly so, for no 
other reason but because they were born under the meridian 
of Christianity. And had the same persons been born in 
Turkey, from the same principle they would have been Turks 
[Muslims]. Such things constitute no real character. It is not 
the birth of nature, but that of grace; not a natural, but a 
spiritual birth which makes the Christian. Our Lord himself, 
in five words, hath decidedly shown this, when he saith, “Ye 
must be born again.”  155

It would excite a smile, if the subject was not too serious, 
to behold the seeming zeal with which numbers are 
hastening at the present day to convert others; many of 
whom, it is sadly to be feared, were never converted 
themselves; and to hear the indignation expressed by many 
against infidels, who, as far as relates to any saving work of 
grace upon their own souls, are no less infidels under a 
different bearing. All such denominated Christians, are 
Christians upon system. Their creed is derived from their 
fathers, or the effects of habit or education. Such men act 

 Romans 9:6154

 John 3:7155
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upon similar principles to what is related of one of the 
Emperors of Morocco, who said, in compliment to one of our 
ambassadors, that if he had now his religion to choose, he 
certainly would be a Christian; and at the same time added, 
“every man ought to live and die in the religion of his 
ancestors.”  

Such notions are not worth combating. Indeed I have 
nothing to do with them. They are too plain to need a 
comment; none of these descriptions can be witnesses for 
God. For, being strangers to Him, strangers to themselves, 
and to the plague of their own heart; having never had any 
manifestations from God, or communion with Him, the 
utmost extent of their testimony, if they attempted to give 
any, would be no more than a hearsay account, borrowed 
from another man’s knowledge, and not their own; which is 
like the knowledge our little children frame of the world, 
from the questions; and answers of school-books, or from the 
dissecting and bringing together of maps. So that, whether 
men of this; complexion write for, or speak for, or against, 
the truth of God; whether one sends forth what he calls the 
Age of Reason, to destroy Revelation; or another writes in 
defence an Apology for the Bible, when no apology, except 
for himself, is wanted; whether men, who never felt any 
saving evidence of the grace of Christ upon their own hearts, 
gather what they call Evidences of Christianity, for the 
supposed benefit of others: all are one and the same, equally 
dark and ignorant of all spiritual knowledge. Their views are 
wholly derived from nature, and end in the same. And as 
nothing, according to their own principles of philosophy, can 
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rise above its level; so the Word of God would have told 
them, could they have understood it, that what begins in 
man, will never lead to God. One verse of Scripture silenceth 
the whole—“The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  156

But if all such be not witnesses for God, the question is, 
who are? And this the Lord himself answers, namely, the 
blind to whom the Lord hath given spiritual sight; and the 
deaf; whose ears the Lord has spiritually unstopped. That is 
you, yes you, if so be you have “tasted the Lord is 
gracious.”  The “faith of God’s elect,”  differs both in 157 158

cause and effect from all the learning in the world. It is not 
natural, but spiritual; not learned by human teaching, but 
divine; not merited, but given. It is one, the simplest in its 
effects, and yet the greatest in its cause, of all principles 
whatever. As to its cause—the same power which was 
necessary to raise: Christ from the dead, is as necessary to 
raise the sinner “dead in trespasses and sins.”  And as to 159

its effects—when the object of Divine love is quickened into 
new and spiritual life, it is as natural for him to live upon 
God, and to God, and with God by faith, as it is for the new-
born child in nature to breathe and move, and do the actions 
of life. Reader, hath such an act of saving grace passed upon 
your soul? then will you yourself know that you are one of 

 1 Corinthians 2:14156

 1 Peter 2:3157

 Titus 1:1158

 Ephesians 2:1, Colossians 2:13159

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �72 174



THE DYING PILLOW

God’s witnesses: “for the Spirit witnesseth to your spirit, that 
you are a child of God.”  As to your attainments, whether 160

they are small or great—whether weak or strong—these 
make no alteration in your spiritual state before God. Being 
made a partaker of the Divine nature in Christ, you are a 
witness for Christ. The safety of God’s little ones doth not 
ebb and flow according to the tide of their feelings. He that is 
taught of God the Spirit his own nothingness, and Christ’s all 
sufficiency, is as truly a witness for God, as an Apostle or a 
Patriarch; and like the man we read of in the Gospel who was 
born blind, and whose eyes Jesus opened, who only could 
say, “One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see:” 

 he finds his mind opened, and his spiritual faculties at 161

times enlarged, so that he is led into some views of Christ, 
such as make Him glorious to his mind, precious to his heart, 
and high in his estimation. Hereby he is carried out into free 
and real communion with Him, and is led by the Holy Spirit 
to open his heart freely unto Him. He blesses him for His 
great and Everlasting salvation; and crowns Him with his 
praises, for His complete and finished salvation. The Holy 
Spirit is pleased to open the mind to an inward, spiritual, and 
right apprehension of the essential truths of the “Everlasting 
Gospel,”  so that they have a distinct place in the mind; 162

and they are by this means realized in the heart, will, and 
affections, and to the spiritual senses of the new man, which 
is “renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that 

 Romans 8:16160

 John 9:25161

 Revelation 14:6162
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created him.”  He finds an inward outgoing of heart 163

towards the Lord, in loving Him for his great love to him, 
and the greatness and perfection of his salvation; and has 
thus real fellowship with Christ; and by the indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost, he is “filled with all joy and peace in 
believing.”  Sometimes this is without any sensible 164

comfort, and sometimes accompanied with unspeakable 
consolation; that he is led out to express himself in holy 
admiration and thanksgiving to the Eternal Three towards 
him, and manifested to the elect family of Christ. 

May the Lord give grace to the reader of these lines: to be 
a witness for Him on earth, as He himself is the “Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness,”  both in earth and in heaven. 165

And when the hand that now writes, and the eye that now 
reads, shall have both ceased their offices, the Word of the 
Lord, which endureth for ever, will still proclaim of the blind 
eyes He hath opened, and the deaf ears He hath unstopped
—“Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant 
whom I have chosen.”  166

 Colossians 3:10163

 Romans 15:13164

 Revelation 3:14165

 Isaiah 43:10166
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PLEASURE OF JEHOVAH 
CHAPTER 11 

The good will and pleasure of Jehovah, proceeding from Himself, 
centering in his People 

I would seek mercy from the Lord to follow up the subject 
with another intimately connected with it—that all the acts of 
grace in Jehovah towards his chosen in Christ, who are 
witnesses to his truth and faithfulness, are the sole result of 
His will; so they are no less his pleasure. One Scripture very 
graciously saith, “The Lord taketh pleasure in his people; He 
will beautify the meek with salvation.”  And another 167

Scripture, as if the Lord himself would thereby confirm the 
former, thus speaks: “Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them 
good; and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my 
whole heart, and with my whole soul.”  And it was not 168

without an eye to the same precious truths, that we find the 
Lord the Holy Ghost, by His servant the Apostle, when 
declaring to the Church the love of God, in those acts of 
Sovereign grace, in choosing, adopting, and accepting the 
Church in Christ, before the foundation of the world, 
ascribes the whole to the same source: being according to the 
good pleasure of His will; and again repeating the same, 
being “according to His good pleasure, which He purposed 
in himself.”  169

 Psalms 149:4167

 Jeremiah 32:41168

 Ephesians 1:9169
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Let the reader consider one moment the blessedness of 
such declarations from Jehovah. Surely, from this statement, 
and given as it is by the Lord himself, it must and will 
undeniably follow, that all the gifts and graces bestowed 
upon the Church, are but so many fruits and effects resulting 
from Jehovah’s pleasure. Hence, what we receive is not from 
anything in us, but from the Lord’s good will. For what is 
wrought in us, is from the love and pleasure in Him; yea, our 
happiness is not the first and predisposing [inclining] cause; 
but His pleasure. And the very effects wrought in our hearts 
by the Lord arise out of this cause, in coming from the Lord; 
so that if we love Him, it is because He first loved us; if we 
bless Him, it is because He hath first blessed us. All begins in 
His pleasure, and all reverts back again to His pleasure; as 
the rivers of the earth flow from the ocean, and cease not 
until they pour themselves into the same bosom. The 
conclusion, therefore, is plain: the Lord’s pleasure being in 
His people, is the sole cause of their happiness in Him; and 
this is the culminating point of all blessedness to His people, 
both during the time-state of grace here, and the Eternal state 
of glory hereafter. 

And if the Lord shall be pleased to give an unction to the 
word of His grace, which I most humbly implore by the 
ministry of these lines, so as to make manifest these Divine 
truths in the heart of any of His children, it will open to a 
subject of the sweetest and most soul refreshing nature. For, 
by learning to trace all our blessings to the fountain-head of 
blessings—connecting our present mercy, be it what it may, 
with the source of that and every other mercy, in Everlasting 
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love; and all blended with Jehovah’s pleasure—we bring in 
the Divine Sovereignty to crown all with his unceasing 
blessing. And we then discover that every event, and every 
minute circumstance connected with that event, in relation to 
the Lord’s people, comes to us from the good and pleasure of 
our Lord. So that our being in Christ, and our well-being in 
Christ, hath this seal upon it, being founded and formed in 
the Lord’s pleasure. For what the Lord said to Moses, 
personally considered as to himself; is in effect said no less 
to all the Lord’s people, each for himself: “Thou hast found 
grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.”  Observe, it 170

is not said that the Lord found grace in Moses; but that 
Moses found grace in the Lord. Not any merit then, nor any 
foreseen merit hereafter, to be found in man; but grace found 
in the Lord, and from the pleasure of the Lord. And the more 
this wonderful subject is pondered, and studied by the Lord’s 
people under His teaching, the more palpable and clear will 
be the conclusion, that all God’s tendencies of grace, mercy, 
and peace, bestowed upon his people, wholly result from His 
own good pleasure which he taketh in them; and as the 
Scripture most blessedly expresseth it, all is according to the 
“good pleasure of His will, and according to His good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself.”  171

And let me add this one observation more, namely, if the 
child of God be led by Him, in a scriptural and spiritual 
apprehension of this Divine truth, and be kept in the daily 
enjoyment of it, as of one sure and invariable fixed principle; 

 Exodus 33:17170

 Ephesians 1:9171
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it will tend to open, and keep open, a source of unceasing 
confidence and peace in the Lord, to counteract all 
surrounding circumstances of evil, which the godly meet 
with in this sinful, sorrowful world. The principle itself being 
founded in God and God’s good pleasure, hath nothing 
depending for its accomplishment in the will of man. It 
riseth, therefore, above all created excellency—above 
anything and everything in the mere creature; yea, it 
transcends heaven and all the felicities  [joys] of heaven. For 
this will and pleasure, of God, is Himself manifested in 
emanations [proceedings] from Himself to his people in 
Christ. And inasmuch as Jehovah in Himself is greater than 
all his works, so the pleasure which He is said to take in his 
people, is greater than all the gifts He bestoweth upon them; 
his being but effects, of which He himself and his pleasure is 
the cause. And to this amount is the testimony of Holy 
Scripture. For, when speaking of the Lord’s goodness to his 
people, it is said, “Thy mercy, O Lord, is great unto the 
heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.”  But when 172

speaking of the Lord himself; the subject rises higher; for the 
same Scripture immediately adds, “Be thou exalted, O God, 
above the heavens; and thy glory above all the earth.”  173

 Psalms 57:10172

 Psalms 57:11173
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CHILDREN OF GOD 
CHAPTER 12 

The Relationship into which the Children of God are brought; and the 
cause of their Acceptation, in God making them His Portion 

Assuming now for a principle the above great and leading 
truth, which is in itself perfectly unquestionable, I begin 
from hence with premising, though the doctrine itself is plain 
and obvious as scarcely to need the observation, that the 
pleasure God taketh in his people ariseth wholly from the 
relationship into which they are brought—in being, from all 
Eternity, chosen, adopted, and accepted in Christ. The Holy 
Three in One could find no object of complacency or delight 
but in Himself, or from being brought into communion with 
Himself. When, therefore, the Son of God assumes into 
union with his Divine nature, that portion of our nature, 
whereby as God and man he is one Christ, he is the head of 
all the election of grace; and He that is fellow to the Lord of 
Hosts as God, hath brethren that are fellows to Him as man; 
and thus He gives in Himself, by the union of, both, a 
blessedness to His people—hence, the Lord taketh pleasure 
in them he hath chosen: so that in Christ the Church becomes 
the object of Jehovah’s delight. Men, it is said, “shall be 
blessed in Him.”  Both the original choice of his people is 174

in Him, the gracious acceptation of their persons is in Him, 
and the final gathering them, and of all things, is in Him. 
Without Him his people would have no foundation, neither 
for being nor acceptation before God. The whole individual 

 Psalms 72:17174
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persons which constitute the mystical body of Christ, would 
be but as so many ciphers without this Mighty One at their 
head, giving both being and number to them all. He it is who 
is the all in all. And I should not err were I to add, that for 
Him, and the glory of his Person, and the Infinite merit of 
His work, the whole dispensation in the Covenant of grace 
was founded; yea, from what the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
days of his flesh said, it should seem that infinitely more 
sublime objects than what relate to Christ being head of His 
Church, were among the purposes for which the Son of God 
stood up from Everlasting in this glorious character, to 
assume into union with his Divine nature another nature, and 
thereby become God and man in One Person. For, beside a 
great variety of expressions to be found in Scripture leading 
to this conclusion, we find the Lord Jesus thus speaking to 
his Father: “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was.”  The glorifying Christ by the Father with His 175

own self, an Infinitely higher degree of glory than what can 
be from his Headship to His body the Church. And for the 
right apprehension of this sublime contemplation, let it be 
observed, that when Christ thus spake to the Father, it was as 
Christ; that is, as God and man in one person. And be it 
further observed, that the glory Christ speaks of, could not 
mean the glory peculiar to the Divine essence only; for then, 
in that sense, he could not have asked it as a gift, being His 
already in common with the Father and the Holy Ghost. 
Hence therefore it follows, that there is a special, peculiar, 

 John 17:5175
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personal glory, belonging to the Son of God, in His double 
nature, God and man in one; and which He had before the 
world was, when, as he says himself elsewhere, “The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of 
old; I was set up from Everlasting.”  It is not therefore, I 176

humbly conceive, too much to say, nor too great to suppose, 
that somewhat higher than all that related to his people, the 
Lord of life and glory had in view, when He said, “And now, 
O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.”  But be this 177

as it may, certain it is, that God’s great design all along hath 
been, and is, and Everlastingly must be, in all revelations he 
hath at any time made to his creatures, to glorify and exalt 
His dear Son. And hence the sole cause for which He takes 
pleasure in his people, is the beholding them in “Him who is 
the head over all things to the Church, which is his body—
the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.”  178

I would proceed to another observation: It is among the 
most blessed and precious endearments of this love and 
pleasure which God taketh in his people, that the whole 
Persons in the Godhead take equal part, and are alike 
interested, in this act of grace. 

Of the Person of God the Father, the people of his choice 
are said, with reference, to be His, and that of “him, the 

 Proverbs 8:22176

 John 17:5177

 Ephesians 1:22-23178
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whole family in heaven and earth is named.”  And the 179

Lord Jesus confirms the same, when ascribing the gift of the 
Church to the Father: “Thine they were,” says Christ, “and 
thou gavest them me.”  180

Of the Person of God the Son, He is said not only to have 
made the Church His by marriage, but to have redeemed her 
by His blood. Hence she is called his inheritance, and said to 
be the “purchased possession unto the praise of his glory.” 

  181

And of the Person of God the Holy Ghost, it is expressly 
declared, that the bodies of the Lord’s people are “His 
temple, and that he dwelleth in them;”  and “is the earnest 182

of our inheritance.”  183

When, therefore, we read in Holy Scripture such gracious 
expressions as these: “For the LORD’s portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance;” —and then “For the 184

LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his 
habitation: this is my rest for ever: here will I dwell, for I 
have desired it;” —it should always be remembered, that 185

Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons is meant, and the whole is 
equally included. As such, it is in the unity of the Divine 

 Ephesians 3:15179

 John 17:6180

 Ephesians 1:14181

 1 Corinthians 3:16182

 Ephesians 1:14183

 Deuteronomy 32:9184

 Psalms 132:13-14185
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essence the Lord is said to take pleasure in His people; and 
each glorious Person becomes specially and unitedly the 
equal objects of love, adoration, and praise. And in every 
instance where this; is not done, there the Person of each, and 
the grace of each, in the unity of the Divine essence, is 
neither known nor enjoyed. 

I will detain the reader for a short moment, to remark with 
me the marvellous condescension of God in this Sovereign 
act of grace. What a world of wonders is contained in this 
one mystery—that God should make His people His portion, 
who is Himself the “high and lofty One who inhabiteth 
eternity, and before whom the nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance!”  186

Surely it is an unspeakable mercy, when the Lord’s people 
are enabled, under Divine teaching, to call the Lord their 
portion. But by what name shall we distinguish that grace, 
when the Lord calls his people His? Moreover, let the child 
of God observe what a sweet manner of speaking the Lord of 
heaven and earth adopts, to endear Himself to the affections 
of His people. He calls them his dwelling place, portion, his 
inheritance, and his rest; in which he delights, and in which 
he will dwell for ever. But in what sense may God be said to 
make his people his portion? Simply the same as a man doth 
his. For as the glory of God is the first cause and the final 
end of all things, the blessedness given by the Lord to his 
people is reflected back upon the Lord himself in love and 
praise. So that, in the multitude of beings made unspeakably 
happy and holy, and blessed in Christ, God in the Trinity of 

 Isaiah 57:15, Isaiah 40:15186
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Persons hath his portion, to the “praise of the glory of his 
grace, where in he hath made us accepted in the Beloved.” 
 187

 Ephesians 1:6187
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FREE AND UNMERITED GRACE 
CHAPTER 13 

Comfort for the Lord’s Family in his dealings towards them, arising 
from his free and unmerited Grace—His peculiar care of the Lambs of 

his Flock 

I would pass now to another view of the subject, which is, 
that this pleasure which God taketh in his people is solely the 
persons of his people, as chosen in Christ and distinguished 
from the world. The word of God is express in declaring to 
show, that the election of grace is wholly grace; having 
neither goodness in the objects of that pleasure to constrain 
God to love them, nor unworthiness to restrain his affection 
from them. The Lord loveth, because he will love. His 
language is: “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious; 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”  And 188

that all this of Persons, is alike engaged in acts of grace to 
His people: that it is with Him to fulfil all the good pleasure 
of his goodness: it is His to confirm the work of faith with 
power: His to count his people worthy of his calling; and, as 
the whole originated in His pleasure, so the termination is to 
His praise. Let the reader observe, in this short but 
comprehensive prayer, how much the Apostle dwells on that 
grand fundamental doctrine of the whole Gospel, namely, the 
Covenant of God in this momentous concern. Twice Jehovah 
is called in it our God, as if to show that the whole Persons in 
the Trinity are alike engaged, and have guaranteed to each 
other for the accomplishment. And, not content with saying it 

 Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:18188
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is the Lord’s pleasure to do so, but that he will, in doing it, 
fulfil the good pleasure of his goodness,—yea, and Himself 
fulfil the whole. And that this our God would count His 
Church worthy of this calling, refers not to their worthiness, 
but their worthiness in Him: his worthy name, as the Apostle 
James speaks, by which they are called. So that it is not from 
what they are in themselves, but what they are counted in 
Him; not what they merit, but what His pleasure is to do for 
them; not their calling, but His. And the work of faith with 
power, is the Lord’s power working faith in them; not their 
power working faith in themselves. “Unto you,” it is said, 
“it is given to believe in his name;”  and the result of the 189

whole proves that, as the Lord’s pleasure is the first cause, so 
His glory is the final end; “that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in according to the 
grace of our God, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  190

And now, reader, dwell on the whole of this subject; and, 
under the teachings of the Lord, ask yourself whether any 
doctrine can be more clear than the one here brought before 
you, namely, that the Lord’s pleasure in His people is the 
source of all His purposes in Christ Jesus towards them; and, 
consequently, that this must be the culminating point of 
blessedness to the Church, both during the time-state of 
grace here, and in the Eternal state of glory hereafter.  

Under such views as these, what a mystery is the doctrine 
of grace!—what a mystery is the Church of the Most High 

 Philippians 1:29189

 2 Thessalonians 1:12190
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God!—yea, what a mystery is every child of God to himself, 
when, by regeneration, he is made a partaker of the Divine 
nature, having “escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust!”  That God, from all Eternity—who was, 191

and is, and to all Eternity must necessarily be, so 
unspeakably blessed and glorious in Himself, and to whom 
nothing, in a way of blessedness, can be added, and from 
whom nothing can be taken—should condescend to raise up 
a Church from His creatures for communion with Himself, 
and to call that Church His portion—all which can be 
resolved into no other cause but the Sovereignty of His will 
and pleasure. “The Lord taketh pleasure in his people.”  192

Go one step further, and ponder what is said of the 
ordination of Jehovah in the accomplishment of it, namely, 
that it is to exalt and magnify the free grace of God. The 
Holy Ghost, in a single verse of his Sacred Word, hath 
declared this to be the cause, namely, that, in the “ages to 
come, he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus.”  Hence it 193

follows, that if this be—as the Word of God declares it is—
the Sovereign, free, and unmerited grace of God, and that 
this is the motive in the Divine mind, for which God has 
gone forth in such manifestations of it towards His creatures; 
to derogate from this grace, and to ascribe a single act of 
merit in any who are the objects of such love, as a 
predisposing [inclining] or a corresponding cause, can be no 

 2 Peter 1:4191

 Psalms 149:4192

 Ephesians 2:7193
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other than high treason to the Majesty of Heaven. Various 
may be, and various will be, the views and apprehensions of 
the human mind, respecting secondary and subordinate 
things in religion. We are, at the best, but in the minority of 
our being in this life; and, as children under education, we 
know all that we do know but as “through a glass darkly,” 

 and the medium through which the great objects are seen, 194

very frequently gives a tinge of colouring in which they 
appear. But in respect to grace, this admits but of one and the 
same complexion to every beholder. All is of grace; all the 
events which fall to the lot of the children of God, from the 
beginning to the end of their pilgrimage, can be but of grace. 
The positive and unalterable language of the Gospel is—“Ye 
are saved by grace, through faith, and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God.”  Hence, in allusion to the spiritual 195

temple, it was said, in the Old Testament dispensation, and 
the New Testament doctrine confirms the same, that “the 
head-stone of the building should be brought forth with 
shoutings, crying Grace, grace unto it.”  196

One word more here, and that, according to my view, not 
an unimportant one, namely, the whole Church of Christ are 
alike the objects and subjects of this grace; are all equally 
dear, and all equally included in this rich salvation; and every 
one becomes an equally interested and essentially necessary 
member in the mystical body of Christ Jesus our Lord. There 
may be, and indeed there must be, a diversity of gifts in the 

 1 Corinthians 13:12194

 Ephesians 2:8195

 Zechariah 4:7196
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several members of Christ’s body, for the general welfare of 
the whole, and to carry on the purposes of His government; 
but this makes no difference in respect to union with the 
glorious Head, and the communion in all that belongs to 
Him: “the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of 
thee.”  No, not even the glorious head itself, Christ Jesus, 197

cannot say to the foot, I have no need of you. For if an atom 
of the Lord’s body were wanting, how would the whole be 
perfect? The little ones, therefore, are as dear to Christ, and 
as much united to him, as prophets or apostles; and for this 
plain reason, they are all equally given by the Father, all 
equally married and redeemed by the Son, and all equally 
regenerated and anointed by the Holy Ghost. True, indeed, 
such of the Lord’s family as He has given a larger portion of 
faith to than others, will have larger enjoyments therein than 
those of smaller attainments, Nevertheless, in point of 
salvation, all are upon a level. For as none are saved for any 
work wrought in them, but for what Christ has wrought for 
them; it is by every one in this particular, as by Israel 
gathering their manna in the wilderness—“he that gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no 
lack.”  The faith of Abraham was God’s gift, and not the 198

patriarch’s merit; hence, added nothing to the soul’s safety, 
no more than the weakest babe in Christ. For it is not what 
we feel but what Christ is; not our faith in holding him, but 
his grace in holding us. Very sweet are the words of our Lord 
to this effect—“Fear not, little flock; it is your heavenly 

 1 Corinthians 12:21197

 Exodus 16:18198
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Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  199

Observe what a volume of comfort is contained in the bosom 
of this short verse; and how it corresponds to the leading 
feature of this discourse. The little ones of Christ’s fold are, 
for the most part, fearful ones; but their safety is not in 
themselves, but in the Lord: and it is their heavenly Father’s 
good pleasure to give them the kingdom, not from their 
deservings, but his gift; and not simply his will in doing it, 
but his good pleasure. And thus it runs up to the same 
fountain-head as from whence we began: “For the Lord hath 
pleasure in his people; he will beautify the meek with 
salvation.”  200

Reader, I cannot better offer my salutation on this subject, 
than in once more repeating the prayer of the Apostle: 
“Wherefore also, we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good 
pleasure of His goodness, and the work of faith with power; 
that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
you, and ye in Him; according to the grace of our God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”  201

 Luke 12:32199

 Psalms 149:4200

 2 Thessalonians 1:11201
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SECURITY AND STABILITY 
CHAPTER 14 

God’s support of His Church, in the view of impending Judgment; its 
security and stability in the midst of portentous times 

The heaven-born soul, in her journey through the 
wilderness of this world, is not only the subject of fears but 
exposed to trouble without, and the fluctuations of 
circumstances in the Church, when exposed to great changes 
in spiritual matters. There are seasons when the waters of the 
sanctuary run low; and there are times when, as things appear 
to the child of God, the Lord seems inattentive to his bitterest 
cries, and appears not to answer. Yea, and what tends to 
aggravate the sorrow, both of the sons and daughters in Zion, 
to the brimful cup of affliction, the Church herself is 
threatened to be ploughed as a field. The present moment 
brings forward most alarming exercises, and augurs 
[forecast] most portentous [solemn and ominous] times. 
Everything around us, in this our insular [ignorant or 
uninterested] situation, in reference to religion, bespeaks 
some mighty convulsions at hand. Add to these, the 
Scriptures themselves, in relation to the present era, unite in 
teaching the people of God to be on the lookout for the time 
of Jacob’s trouble. The last days are foretold as perilous 
days. Great events are said to be pending over the Church of 
the Most High God. And, we are admonished that a vast 
struggle for a while, will be maintained by the kingdom of 
darkness, against the kingdom of Christ. The sounding of the 
seventh trumpet closeth the mystery; for then “the kingdoms 
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of this world shall become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.”  202

Nevertheless, during the conflict the Lord will accordingly 
let loose the whole power of the enemy; and there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, 
even to that same time. And we have already beheld in the 
preparations for the eventual scene. Popery, which at one 
time was paralyzed in this land, now, like the frozen serpent 
brought into the atmosphere of warmth by the incautious 
husbandman, hath emerged from her benumbed state, and 
will recompense the kindness by stinging her children. 

She hath unfurled her banners, and is new, as she formerly 
has done, again attempting a legitimate footing in this 
kingdom; while with equal earnestness, but with more 
secrecy, Infidelity, with her hydra heads, hath been and is 
privately at work, to sap the foundation of the Christian 
Church, by digging up the very first principles of our most 
holy faith. I stay not to notice those various auxiliaries, 
which have no object but disorder, and are only waiting the 
period of some general convulsion, to join in the battle of 
Armageddon. What further portentous  [solemn and 
ominous] signs will appear before the crisis of the slaughter 
of the two witnesses, is not revealed; only, in general terms, 
it is said, that “men shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”  There may 203

appear at times a seeming suspension of hostilities, but an 
inactivity should cause a suspicion. Naturalists have 

 Revelation 11:15202

 1 Timothy 4:1203
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observed, that a more than ordinary quietness in the elements 
precede an earthquake; and burning mountains give no 
symptoms without, of the combustion working within, until 
the volcano bursts forth from the crater with the fiery lava, to 
desolate the regions below. The prophet’s servant saw 
nothing but an unruffled surface on the waters; when he first 
he went to behold them. But when, at the command of his 
Master, he went the seventh time, he saw a cloud, which, 
though no bigger than a man’s hand, carried with it the 
tempest in its womb. 

In a moment like the present, the solemn demand of Christ 
becomes a matter big with the weightiest considerations, in 
the prospect of impending judgments; and so much the more 
as ye see the day approaching. “When the Son of Man 
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  The question is 204

infinitely appalling to the most faithful among the Lord’s 
people; but to every one unconscious of an interest and 
safety in Christ, the tremendous challenge is calculated to 
ring like a peal of thunder through all the chambers of the 
heart. And what answer can be given, in the millions of 
instances among all such who have the form, but deny the 
power of godliness?  It were almost needless to observe, 205

that those words of our Lord, though put in a way of 
question, as if the matter was doubtful are not so, but rather 
as a thing already known and settled. It is that kind of 
question which answers itself. It is as if the Lord had said, It 
will be a rare instance to find any. I have thought the subject 

 Luke 18:8204

 2 Timothy 3:5205
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in itself highly interesting. And with those prophetic 
Scriptures in our hand concerning the latter day, and the 
corresponding signs of the times before our eyes, I have 
thought nothing can be more suitable in taking a glance at 
the subject than our Lord’s own words: “When the Son of 
Man cometh shall he find faith on the earth?”  206

However, in the prospect of impending judgments, is the 
security and stability of the Church. Here and here only it is: 
in the “election of grace.”  For the revelation concerning 207

those awful events runs in these words. “It was given unto 
the beast,” which the Apostle beheld, “rising up out of the 
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, to make war with the 
saints, and to overcome them; and power was given unto him 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that 
dwell upon the. earth shall worship him whose names are not 
written in the Book of Life, of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.”  Here, therefore, is the 208

Everlasting safety of the people of God. It was this our Lord 
himself had in contemplation, when He called off the mind 
of His disciples from rejoicing at the subjection of devils, 
who may, by Sovereign power, be couchant [restrained], but, 
if the restraints be taken off, rampant tomorrow. Rather 
“rejoice,” saith our Lord, “because your names are written 
in heaven.”  This is what the Holy Ghost, by the Prophet, 209

comforted the Church with, when, in the time of removing 
 Luke 18:8206

 Romans 11:5207

 Revelation 13:1,7,8208

 Luke 10:20209
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men, and a great forsaking in the midst of the land, the holy 
seed should be the substance of His people. This was what 
another Prophet was appointed by the Lord the Spirit to tell 
the people, of the delivery, of every one found written in the 
Book of Life. And the Holy Ghost taught the same to the 
Church, by the Apostle, in his days; and the same holds good 
in ours. Amidst the fears of the Prophets, as if left alone, the 
Lord had his number then, and so now; even so, “there is at 
this present time a remnant according to the election of 
grace.”  When the great day of God’s judgment shall 210

come, and when the solemn voice is heard, “at my 
sanctuary;”  that gracious voice will be heard also, “Come 211

not near any man upon whom is the mark.”  Oh the 212

unspeakable blessedness contained in these things: There 
may be, there will be, great tribulations;—but there is also a 
gracious “nevertheless” in the midst of all. “Nevertheless, 
the foundation of God standeth sure; having this seal: the 
Lord knoweth them that are His.”  And to all minor 213

concerns, as to the time when, the manner how, and the place 
where to usher in the solemn visitation, what the Lord said to 
the Prophet is in effect said to every child of God, “Go thou 
thy way, Daniel, till the end and be; for thou shalt rest, and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”  214

 Romans 11:5210

 Ezekiel 9:6211

 Ezekiel 9:6212

 2 Timothy 2:19213

 Daniel 12:13214
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THE CHILD OF GOD 
CHAPTER 15 

The Child of God on his Watch-tower looking out 

I would observe, from what I have been considering 
concerning the signs of the times, that one of the sweetest 
employments in the spiritual life is, when once the work of 
grace is begun in the heart—when, like the Prophet, the Lord 
leadeth his regenerated children to the watch-tower, and 
brings them into a waiting-frame for the Lord’s coming to 
bless them with all spiritual blessings. These renewings of 
the Holy Ghost are precious things. They perfume the soul 
with an apprehension of the person, blood, and righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. And both shed abroad the love of 
God in the heart, and direct the heart into “the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ.”  They induce 215

similar effects to what is said was done by the fragrancy of 
the holy oil, from the anointings in the tabernacle. They act 
upon the spiritual senses of the regenerated, as the sun’s 
warmth upon the flower, melting all the finer particles of the 
plant, and drawing forth and impregnating the whole 
atmosphere with the odour. But without these renewings of 
the Holy Ghost, shed upon us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, we lose all apprehensions of spiritual 
enjoyments, even in Divine things. For though there be an 
habitual state into which the child of God is brought by 
regeneration, yet the actual goings forth of the soul in desires 

 2 Thessalonians 3:5215
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after, and communion with the Lord, will be wanting, where 
the renewings of the Holy Ghost are wanting. Hence the cry 
of Old Testament saints: “O send out thy light and thy truth; 
let them lead me, let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to 
thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of God unto 
God my exceeding joy; yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, 
O God, my God.”  But, on the contrary, when grace is not 216

in lively exercise, we find the sad complaints of the Church: 
“Lord, hide not thy face from me; put not thy servant away in 
anger.”  It was this deadness of soul which made the 217

spouse in the Canticles [Song of Solomon] complain amidst 
many love-calls of Jesus: “I sleep,” said she, “but my heart 
waketh. It is the voice of my beloved.”  She knew his 218

voice, and could and did call him her beloved; but she was in 
too sleepy a frame to enjoy His presence at that time. The 
renewings of the Holy Spirit were wanting. And such is, and 
always must be, the state of the Church of God in all ages, 
without the influences of the Spirit. 

It is very profitable to take into consideration, at all times, 
and, under Divine teaching, to be well acquainted with these 
things. The Lord passeth and repasseth before his redeemed 
ones, in an unremitting attention to their fears and 
necessities; and He is for ever pouring out of His fulness to 
supply their emptiness. But in proof of that, there is still 
somewhat wanting to give the spiritual relish and enjoyment 
of these mercies. How often, in receiving the Lord’s gifts, are 
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we insensible of the Giver? The Lord “openeth his hand,” as 
it is expressed in that beautiful imagery of Scripture, and 
“satisfieth the desire of every living soul.”  But, not 219

unfrequently, the hand which bestows all is hidden from our 
short-sighted view, in the cloud of his own bounties. The 
children of God can have no question whatever of the Lord’s 
Everlasting presence with His people, and His Everlasting 
watching over them for good. He saith himself, in that sweet 
love-song he sings to his vineyard the Church, “Sing ye to 
her, a vineyard of red wine. I the Lord do keep it. I will water 
it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and 
day.”  And very sure must every child of God be, that his 220

keepings, and his watchings, and his waterings, are as the 
Lord hath said. But who among his people, yea, even those 
among them who walk most closely with the Lord, are alive 
to the thousandth part of what is this very moment going on, 
of the Lord’s care towards them? I know not, indeed, what 
others of His children may be able to say to the inquiry; but 
for myself, I am free to confess, though I blush while I 
confess it, that I am constrained to plead guilty to ten 
thousand omissions of the kind. Numerous are the love-
tokens of the Lord that pass by me unheeded; and even those 
which are seen, too often have no longer remembrance in my 
cold and forgetful heart, than an impression made on water. 
And were it not that the Holy Spirit, in that gracious office of 
His—I mean, as the “remembrancer” of Christ Jesus—an 
office Infinitely precious, but little regarded, mercifully calls 
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to my recollection at times, what faith before passed between 
Jesus and my soul, I should find occasion continually to say, 
as Jacob once did at Bethel, “Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I knew it not.”  221

In the era of impending events, every child of God is 
supposed to be like the prophet on the watch-tower; and 
though it cannot be supposed he can trace the footsteps of 
our wonderful working God, as extending to all the earth, yet 
he will venture to assume as a fixed, certain, and 
unquestionable principle, denied only by infidels, but 
admitted by all who name the name of Christ, that the 
interests of Zion are at the bottom [foundation] of all the 
Divine government. For, however diversified the people of 
God may be in opinion on minor subjects, arising from the 
infirmity of nature and the imperfection of faith; yet here 
there can be but one opinion, and the same conviction in all 
that are taught of God. Through all the departments in the 
Divine administration, from the falling of a sparrow, to the 
rising or overthrowing of states and empires—every minute 
or greater event is wholly directed and made subservient to 
the accomplishment of this one glorious design, as the final 
issue of all; namely, to make “known by the Church the 
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  I cannot 222

therefore hesitate to make this datum [observation] of all the 
Lord’s proceedings in the earth. The glory of God is, and 
must necessarily be, the first and ultimate cause of all things, 
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and the happiness of His people the sure effect. The Lord’s 
own decision is to this amount: “This people have I formed 
for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.”  And amidst 223

all the various occupations and pursuits of men, and in the 
seeming contrarieties of human actions—some apparently 
opposing the Divine will, others indifferent about it—some 
blaspheming the Lord, others persecuting the Lord’s people; 
yet all under the Divine control, and like the vast machine 
the Prophet saw in vision, wheel within wheel, and to his 
view, the whole complicated and entangled—yet each 
accomplishing the various purposes the Lord appointed. 
Howbeit, as Scripture sublimely states it, “He meaneth not 
so; neither does His heart think so.”  Hence, therefore, the 224

whole of what is going on in the circumstances of mankind, 
however humiliating it may be to the pride of human life, all 
are what they are, and by the over ruling power of God made 
to administer to His Church; and, when the carnal world 
shall have accomplished this purpose, like the scaffolding to 
a building, no longer useful when the building itself is 
completed, will be taken down and destroyed, and the 
Church of Christ will be brought forth, with the head-stone 
thereof, and with shoutings, crying, “Grace, grace unto it.” 
 225

 Isaiah 43:21223

 Isaiah 10:7224
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A VEIL CAST OVER 
CHAPTER 16 

All events administer to the welfare of the Lord’s people—The 
predictions of Prophecy not yet fulfilled—A Veil cast over 

Assuming the preceding statement for a principle perfectly 
just and incontrovertible, and arising from thence, as from a 
well-secured bottom, on which to rear up a superstructure, I 
go on to observe, that, as all the events of the present time-
state, both of men and things, administer to the Everlasting 
welfare of the Lord’s people; so the Holy Scriptures, in all 
their revelations and records, have reference to the Church, 
and to the Church only. From the first dawn of Prophecy to 
the meridian of the Gospel, every prediction given—every 
ordinance instituted—every sacrifice offered—had respect 
but to the Church, as she had her being and well-being in 
Christ. His glorious Person became the one great object for 
the whole scope of prophecies, types, and ordinances, to 
delineate by shadowy representations; and the Infinite 
fulness, all-sufficiency, and suitableness of His mighty 
salvation for his people, the one great subject of our hope, to 
seal up the vision of Prophecy: and, Anointed as the Most 
Holy, according to the language of the Prophet Daniel,—then 
it was, by one offering of Himself, once offered, that he 
“perfected for ever them that are sanctified,” —then it 226

was, that “He put away sin by the sacrifice of himself;”  227

and from the cross, as from the high altar of His own Divine 
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nature, by the Infinite dignity of His Person, and the Infinite 
merits of His blood, He washed away all the iniquities of His 
people; so that, by the efficacy of both, in this mid-day of 
time, the Son of God finished redemption, reaching back to 
the first morning of the Church in time, and extending to the 
latest period of the world before the opening of Eternity. And 
all the remaining prophecies of Scripture, from the death of 
Christ to the consummation of all things, which since have 
been fulfilled, are now fulfilling, and hereafter to be fulfilled 
in the earth, have an eye to Christ and His people, and to 
Him only. Under the similitude of seals opened, trumpets 
blown, and vials poured out, the several ages of the Church, 
and the events in them, are spoken of in the Book of the 
Revelation, with which is closed the canon of Holy 
Scripture; and for the joy and comfort of the Church, the last 
of the wonderful events, and by which it will be known that 
all the enemies of the Church are subdued, and herself 
triumphant in Christ, is when the seventh trumpet shall 
sound: for thus it is expressed—“And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”  228

Advancing cautiously, and with great reverence, upon a 
subject so profoundly deep and mysterious—not presuming 
to make one step but within the sacred enclosure of Holy 
Scripture—I proceed to observe, that it hath been the 
uniform practice of the Church, with the saints of God in all 
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ages, and especially among such as are appointed of the Lord 
to minister in holy things, to watch the Lord in His 
dispensations, both of providence and of grace, towards his 
Church; and notice, from time to time, with particular regard, 
the fulfilment of His prophecies, as they have been in ages 
past, and as they are now opened and unfolded by the Lord 
to His people. We hereby discover, through Divine teaching, 
how the Lord has rendered the ministering of the fathers 
profitable to the children, and thus becoming helpful towards 
the generations yet to come. Thus the Apostle Peter speaks of 
the Old Testament saints, from the Spirit of Christ, which 
was in them, ministering to the New Testament believers;—
and thus, while the Scriptures of the Prophets were blessed to 
the Apostles, the same Almighty God who blessed both, now 
renders the prophecies of the Apostles blessful to us, by his 
own Divine interpretation of them. The same Spirit of Christ 
which was in the saints of the old dispensation, was no less 
in the new; and it is from the same Almighty Lord, the Holy 
Ghost, that any spiritual apprehension of His Scriptures can 
be discovered. Among the many sacred predictions of the 
Lord with which the Inspired writings of the Apostles 
abound, we are constrained to notice, with the most marked 
attention, what is said of the last days, and the perilous times. 
I stay not to make quotations—this would make my subject 
too diffuse [drawn out]; neither do I think it needful. That 
man can be but little conversant with his Bible, neither with 
that which is daily passing everywhere around him, not to 
see the striking coincidence between the things foretold and 
the things now accomplishing. Had the Apostles, Paul or 
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Peter, John or Jude, delivered their predictions but yesterday, 
nothing could have been more accurately designated than the 
portrait penciled by the Apostles, to the features which were 
to mark the original. In those Scriptures, great events are 
recorded, which were delivered by the Apostles under the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and have since, in many instances, been 
fulfilled. Greater still is contained in them, which remain to 
be accomplished. Not to mention more than one—namely, 
the slaughter of the two witnesses. And whenever that event 
shall take place, marvellous consequences, we are informed, 
will soon follow. It hath pleased the Lord to throw a veil over 
the subject; so that, to this hour, none who are supernaturally 
taught of God (and those not so taught can know nothing of 
it), have been led to discover who those witnesses are, 
neither of the time when they are to be slain. Some of the 
wisest and the best of men, since the Apostles’ days, were of 
opinion, that the time when the witnesses would be killed 
would be before the close of the seventeenth century; but we 
of the present time have lived to see the end of the eighteenth 
century, yea, and a fourth part of the nineteenth is now 
finished with me, and the event hath not yet taken place. By 
so much as the world is getting older, by so much are we 
admonished to be more earnestly on the look-out, assured, as 
we must be, that we are they “upon whom the ends of the 
world are come.”  229

Under the above reflections in view, I request to salute the 
Lord’s people who may read these lines with my affection, 
and would here dwell a little on the well-known words in the 

 1 Corinthians 10:11229

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �104 174



THE DYING PILLOW

prophetical writings of the Prophet Isaiah, “Watchman: what 
of the night?”  To the lovers of biblical study, they will not 230

need being told that they are part of what is contained in the 
burden of Dumah. Dumah, according to the ancient 
statements in geography, is said to have been in Arabia; but I 
think that the Prophet speaks rather of persons than of place
—and if so, he connects in one and the same subject the 
whole carnal descendants of the patriarchs not interested in 
the “election of grace.”  The Prophet saith, “The burden 231

of Dumah,” but he instantly connects with it one that calleth 
to him out of Seir, when he saith, “Watchman, what of the 
night?”  so that, while we know that Ishmael was the 232

father of Dumah, and that Esau and his descendants dwelt in 
Mount Seir, (for Esau is Edom,) it becomes no violence to 
Scripture, but rather according to the analogy of Divine truth, 
to suppose that both by Dumah and Mount Seir, the Prophet 
intended to represent the children of the bond woman in all 
ages of the Church, as distinguished from the children of the 
free. 

By the term burden we are taught, and that in various 
Scriptures is meant, somewhat to follow in the discourse of 
the Prophet, that is exceedingly weighty and important. The 
Prophets frequently have used the expression, but always 
with a marked discrimination between that which is from the 
Lord, and that which belongs to man. For what is a burden 
and a weariness to the ungodly, is light and life to the Lord’s 
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people. The one from Mount Seir is evidently the cry of the 
ungodly—“Watchman, what of the night?” And as one 
panic-struck at some more than ordinary event, which at the 
time he probably beheld in the world, full of portentous 
[solemn and ominous] signs and apprehensions of impending 
judgment, the Edomite repeats his question—“Watchman, 
what of the night? watchman, what of the night?”  233

I detain the reader at this part of the subject to make a 
short application. It is impossible to figure to the human 
mind—for the utmost grasp of the imagination cannot 
portray them—the horrors of a guilty conscience, in the 
trembling prospects of Divine judgments. Sacred Scripture 
gives the only finished representation, but falls infinitely 
short of the reality. Under the era of the sixth seal, the 
Inspired writer saith, “And I beheld, when he had opened 
the, sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became as black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became as blood. And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. And the heavens departed as a 
scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the 
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, and every bond man, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; and said unto the mountains and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of 
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his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”  And 234

no wonder, when the forebodings arise, as that they 
sometimes will arise, when storms, or hurricanes, or 
lightnings, or desperate sickness, beset the sinner, like 
another Felix before the Apostle, while apprehension of the 
judgment to come is in full view, that he anxiously puts the 
trembling inquiry to any one, and to every one, that he thinks 
can answer the question—“Watchman, what of the night? 
watchman, what of the night?”  235

But what I particularly admire, and desire to bless my God 
for, is to observe, upon the occasion of any alarm by which 
infidels are roused to a sense of impending danger, how the 
Lord of all Lords extorts from the very hearts of those that 
have before scoffed at his Sovereignty, saying with those of 
old, “Where is the promise of his coming?”  the 236

acknowledgment of their fright and the fearful looking for 
God’s wrath. In the history of Persia we have a notable 
instance of the Lord’s harrowing up the guilty conscience of 
atheistical men in their hour of danger, and compelling them 
to acknowledge the Divine government, which, in their 
profanity, they had denied. One of their writers, Eschylus, 
gives this statement: “When the Grecian army was full in 
pursuit of us,” says he, “and, we had no escape but over the 
great river Strymon, which was then frozen; and when, had it 
thawed, every soul must have perished—many a one,” says 
the historian, “did I see with my eyes, and hear with my ears, 
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which before had denied the being of a God, now crying to 
Him for mercy, that the ice might hold until they were gotten 
over.” And the cases of those infidels in those days are not 
without parallel in ours. Were the Lord to come forth by 
some national visitation—of an earthquake, or pestilence, or 
sword—oh! how many of the Christ despisers would then 
tremble to the very centre of their souls, and turn into 
paleness and horror, in the apprehension of Divine judgment! 
And none more so than those who, in the full blaze of Gospel 
truths, deny the Lord that bought them. The Prophet hath 
described such in lively but alarming characters: “The 
sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the 
hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?” 

 237

I shall here drop the subject, as in reference to Dumah, or 
the man out of Seir, in order to consider the question, as it 
may be rendered profitable to the godly reader. The Holy 
Ghost hath taught us, by the Apostle Peter, that no prophecy 
of the Scripture is of any private interpretation: “For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

 In all the predictions of the Lord, it is to the Church, and 238

for the Church, as so many modes of instruction. And as the 
Lord here most blessedly states, this, as well as all other 
prophecies, is of no private interpretation, but is given for the 
edification and comfort of the Church, and cannot be 
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interpreted as other books of man’s wisdom may, by man; 
but the Lord that gives it, is the same Lord only that can 
explain it. I shall be led to hope the same Almighty God 
which moved holy men of old to write, will direct our 
spiritual understanding to apprehend as we read, that we may 
“know the things freely given to us of God.”  239

 1 Corinthians 2:12239
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VITAL GOODNESS 
CHAPTER 17 

Vital Goodness contrasted with the Heresies abounding, as clearly 
depicted in the New Testament 

I begin this section with observing, that the inquiry, 
“Watchman, what of the night?”  becomes abundantly 240

interesting, upon numberless occasions, in the common 
intercourse of society, man with man; and if, from the lower 
circumstances of the present life, we rise in the investigation 
to the greater and more momentous, in which are involved all 
the infinite interest of another, the subject increaseth in 
magnitude as we advance; and the mind, if taught of God, 
becomes more solemnly impressed in the contemplation. I 
have often found a train of reflections awakened within, 
when at any one time the silence of the night hath been 
interrupted by the watchman’s call without, “All is well.” 
Yes, I have responded, all is well indeed; being at peace with 
God, and at peace with man. But can all be well where sin 
and Satan reign? The watchmen which go about the city 
consider all to be well, as long as no fires from within, or 
robbers from without, disturb the peace of the inhabitants. 
But what if every species of sensual depravity is at the 
midnight hour going on? and, in the aggregate of human 
apostacy, millions of transgressions, noiseless and inaudible, 
are coming up before God. Shall the unconscious 
watchman’s proclamation, “All is well.” alter the very nature 
of things where all is so ill? Is all well in the prison which 

 Isaiah 21:11240
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the watchman passeth; from whence, perhaps, the morrow 
brings forth the felon, or the murderer, for execution? Is all 
well in the countless hospitals, and dying chambers 
throughout the world, where deep groans and inexpressible 
agonies of body and mind, louder than a thousand voices, 
that the whole earth is but as one great lazar house [hospice], 
into which “sin hath entered, and death by sin; and so death 
passeth upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  241

If we pass from hence to the more open transactions in 
life, and especially as connected with the great principles of 
religion, the question meets us in more awakening language: 
“Watchman, what of the night?”  And, if the answer was 242

to be given by the mere professor of Christianity, who is 
ignorant in himself of any change of heart by regeneration; 
and consequently ignorant of the necessity of it in others, for 
the possession of vital godliness, like the watchman of the 
city, for the preservation of the mere police from outward 
violation, this would be his state of inward purity—“All is 
well.” Yea, he would enlarge upon what he considered the 
flourishing state of religion among us. He would point to the 
many new churches that have been lately built, and are 
building. He would speak of the universal philanthropy by 
which the world is now influenced, instead of that narrow 
and contracted system of faith by which our fathers were 
known. He would dwell with delight on the enumeration of 
the many societies which are formed, where men of the most 
opposite tenets in theology now meet and amalgamate—

 Romans 5:12241
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having made a sacrifice of all party spirit to the liberal 
principle of converting the world—and being determined that 
the doctrine of election shall give way, and be for ever buried 
in the common grave of superstition, and universal 
redemption be carried throughout the whole habitable earth.  

And it is worthy the closest attention of the Lord’s people, 
while it is yet more immediately meriting their praises and 
thanksgivings to God, how every feature which designates 
the portraits of those persons hath a correspondent testimony 
in the word of God. The Apostle Paul, in several of his 
Epistles, marks their more prominent characters. The Apostle 
Peter follows in the same delineations. But the Apostles John 
and Jude, who both lived to see the heresies springing up, 
before their ministry ended, have given a large statement of 
the same, in the close of their inspired writings. This will be 
perceived by perusing the writings of the Apostles John and 
Jude throughout. And as the highest and most unanswerable 
proof to what age of the Church these sent servants of the 
Lord referred, and the very persons to whom their 
predictions pointed, it is remarkable that they have dwelt 
more fully on those great and distinguishing doctrines of our 
most holy faith, which these men of the present day despise, 
namely, the Godhead of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and the person and ministry of God the Holy Ghost. And yet 
more, as if, that not a single shade of their character should 
be wanting, the Apostle Jude, in particular, describes them as 
great sticklers for morality, as if the free grace of God by 
Jesus Christ, in making salvation alone in Him, led to 
licentiousness. “Their mouth,” saith the same Apostle, 
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“speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in 
admiration, because of advantage.” And he sums up at once 
their whole character when he saith, “that they are sensual, 
not having the Spirit,”  that is, continuing in their old 243

unregenerated nature of the Adam-fall transgression. This 
last mark is a most decisive mark for the clear discrimination 
of character, which, while it acts like fire, to try the faith, and 
prove its genuineness, as “once delivered to the saints;”  244

as the pure gold in the furnace, which, in the greatest heat 
loseth nothing; it becomes on the other hand such an ordeal 
as no tinsel of the unregenerate can bear. Hence, all 
professors of what denomination soever among men, who 
enter not by this door into the sheepfold, but climb up some 
other way, invariably shrink from the doctrine of original 
apostacy in Adam, and aim to set up a righteousness of their 
own before God. They substitute the form of external 
holiness for inward regeneration; and as the Lord himself 
describes the Pharisees in His day, and they are the same in 
ours, “they make clean the outside of the cup and platter, but 
within are full of extortion and excess.”  And the same 245

Divine authority assigns the cause—“All their works they do 
for to be seen of men.”  Hence the pompous statements of 246

alms-giving and alms-gathering, for the supposed calling 
home of the Jews, and the conversion of the heathen: Hence 
the apparent zeal of more love to mankind, than; even God 
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himself, in determining to save whom God will not save; and 
even of the people against whom He hath said, “he hath 
indignation for ever.”  And hence also, by an anomaly 247

peculiarly characteristic of the present day, not a few go forth 
and compass sea and land to make one proselyte, of whom, 
without a breach of charity it is feared, it may be said, that 
they are not, in the true regeneration of the heart, proselyted 
themselves. 

But if the statement from the mere professor, void of vital 
Godliness, would be to this amount, in answer to the 
question—“Watchman! what of the night?” what would be 
the information given by those who are followers of the Lord 
in the regeneration, and whom the Lord himself hath 
stationed as watchmen on the walls of Zion. Happily for all 
such who desire to be found faithful to God, and to the souls 
of His people, the Lord hath already furnished them with 
words of His own, so that they cannot err. What saith the 
Prophet—“Shall one answer the messengers of the nation;” 
then follows—“that the Lord hath founded Zion, and the 
poor of His people shall trust in it.”  Here, then, is the 248

never failing security which the Lord hath made, be the times 
what they may, for every situation of His Church and people, 
during the whole time of their continuance on earth, and 
under the most desolate circumstances that my redeemed and 
regenerated child of God can be placed in. First: “That the 
Lord hath founded Zion.” Here is Everlasting assurance, 
which the gates of hell shall never prevail. And secondly: 

 Malachi 1:4247

 Isaiah 14:32248

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �114 174



THE DYING PILLOW

“The poor of His people shall trust in it.” So that the Lord 
undertakes both for Himself and for them. As He said by 
Jeremiah, ages since—“I will make an Everlasting Covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them 
good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me.”  I beg the reader not to lose sight of this 249

Almighty promise, and the Almighty promise in which he 
saith—“I will not; and they shall not.” I beseech you to keep 
this particularly in remembrance, while I proceed to remark, 
on Scripture ground, what appears to be the true statement 
that can be made in the present day, to the question
—“Watchman! what of the night?”  

 Jeremiah 32:40249
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A DREADFUL PORTRAIT 
CHAPTER 18 

A dreadful portrait of the professing Church of Christ at the present 
period, most awful to rehearse 

If ever a period existed, since the Reformed Church 
emerged, through Sovereign grace, from Popery, marked 
with peculiar and more aggravated circumstance of night, the 
present is the one. In the supposed meridian of Gospel light, 
the land, in relation to Divine truth, is, as Job in his language 
of emphasis hath stated it—“A land of darkness, as darkness 
itself, and of the Shadow of death; without any order: and 
where the light is as darkness.”  The distinguishing 250

doctrines of grace, in the defence of which our forefathers 
shed their blood, and sacrificed the dearest earthly ties, rather 
than suffer an iota of them to be called in question, are now 
seldom heard from the pulpit, and equally disregarded in 
society; and even by many who profess the Gospel. Not a 
few there are of whom it might have been said, we had 
“hoped better things of you, and things which accompany 
salvation;” and yet do not find courage to stem the torrent of 
the overwhelming tide which runs through the land. Thus 
God’s cause, as well as their own, which are combined, is 
forgotten. And while the glorious fundamental doctrines of 
our most holy faith are thus, for the most part, kept out of 
sight, and thrown in the background, new-fangled opinions 
are daily arising; and the press is made to groan with 

 Job 10:22250
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publications which threaten to exterminate the pure and 
discriminating doctrines of the Gospel from the earth.  

I am inclined to hope that I shall be doing no unacceptable 
service to the Lord’s people under His teaching, if we trace 
the pestilential disease of the present times to its source; and 
mark a few of the more deadly symptoms which, more or 
less, have made their appearance in the world from the days 
of the Apostles. They who are acquainted with ecclesiastical 
history, cannot but know that an aberration from the “faith 
once delivered unto the saints”  took place; and 251

blasphemies of the most daring kind against the Person and 
Godhead of Christ sprung up immediately after the Inspired 
Apostles had fallen asleep in Jesus: yea, the old disciple John 
spake of Antichrist being then in the world before his 
departure. I shall here notice a few; but before I enter upon 
this service, I earnestly and affectionately request the 
spiritual reader to mark with me, how graciously the Lord, in 
every age, did then, as He doth now, watch over the interests 
of His people, and rendered that which the enemy meant for 
evil the instrument of good. The Church hath been all along, 
and is now, and will continue to be to the very end of time, 
garrisoned [defended] with the Divine presence. Beautifully 
and blessedly the glorious Lord is described as being unto 
His Zion a “place of broad rivers and streams, wherein shall 
go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass 
thereby.”  Oh, no! what line of battle ship would venture 252

to make war where God himself is the very sea into which 
 Jude 1:3251

 Isaiah 33:21252
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that ship must pass to annoy God’s people? What fleet would 
approach against Him who “gathereth the winds in His fists, 
and hath bound the waters in a garment?”  Arise what 253

may; let infidelity abound, let the enemies of God and of His 
Christ rage, the event is not doubtful; the Lord hath founded 
His Church, and “the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.”  254

Among the earliest heresies, from the days of the Apostles, 
the first seems to have been that which was directly levelled 
against the Person and Godhead of Christ. It is noticed by the 
Apostle John, but whether in a way of prophecy of what 
would soon come, or whether as the relation of what had 
begun to appear, is not said. The sacred writings describe it 
as the “spirit of Antichrist, which confessed not that Jesus 
Christ was come in the flesh.”  Here was at once an 255

attempt to annihilate the very fundamental principles of the 
Gospel. For the grand and distinguishing character of the 
Gospel was and is, “That the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us.”  And this implied His prior being and 256

existence, and consequently His Eternal power and Godhead. 
And His coming in the flesh as plainly proved His assumed, 
for that purpose, our nature; and by union of both, that He 
was and is what He prophesied to be—“Emmanuel, God 
with us.”  And, consequently, the compound of the human 257

 Proverbs 30:4253

 Matthew 16:18254

 1 John 4:3, 2 John 1:7255

 John 1:14256

 Matthew 1:23257

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �118 174



THE DYING PILLOW

nature with the Divine rendered Him the real, true, and the 
only Saviour, Christ. 

And much about the same time there was forged as 
another link in the same chain of heresy, the awful doctrine, 
that the Holy Trinity, in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, was in reality no Trinity of Persons, but only 
names of office; and only meant, literally and numerically, 
One Person. So that, while the former denied the Person and 
Godhead of Christ, the latter would have rooted out the very 
being and testimony of the Holy Three in One, which bear 
record in heaven; and thus, if admitted, have reduced the 
Gospel of salvation to a mere system of ethics. I stay not to 
remark the many and various opinions which those leading 
heretics gave birth to: if we may credit history, numberless 
spurious professions of Gospel arose about this time to 
harass the people of God. For when once a departure from 
the straight line of what is right hath taken place, there will 
always be as many semblances to counterfeit the truth, like 
tinsel to gold, as there are persons to diversify, each 
following his own imagination. I stay not further to inquire 
concerning this diversity, but I beg to call the attention of the 
reader to remark with me the watchful eye of our God over 
His Church at that time and the gracious method the Lord 
took to counteract and defeat these daring heresies. It was not 
later than the year of our Lord one hundred and ninety, that 
He raised up Tertullian, a glorious witness for the truth. This 
man of God contended for the Divinity of Christ, and the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity; and, under the Divine blessing, 
he was made the honoured instrument of reviving both, and 
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again placing them, as they had been in the days of the 
Apostles, the bases of the common faith. 

I stop to remark the same gracious superintendence in the 
present hour, where the National Establishment is Trinitarian, 
which stands as a battery against that barefaced infidelity 
which comes forth at noon day to deny the God head of 
Christ, and to impugn [call into question] the sacred doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity. Blessed be our God, He hath not left us 
without a witness. There are yet a few names in Sardis—a 
few like Tertullian even now, who can and do maintain the 
truth against all opposition. And, what is still more, in 
testimony of the faithfulness of the faithful God, the souls of 
the Lord’s people are upheld by the Lord himself; and the 
bread is handed to them in secret which none knoweth, 
saving he that receiveth it. I appeal to the choice flock of the 
Spiritual Church, whether those gracious promises of Christ 
which He left His Church, are not in their daily receivings. 
Our Lord proves His Godhead to their souls, by His being 
with them, and manifesting himself to them, otherwise than 
He doeth to the world. And doth He not as fully prove the 
Being, and love of the Holy Trinity, in that of His coming, 
and the Father’s coming, and making His abode with them, 
and the Holy Ghost abiding with them for ever. Are these in 
the common and ordinary tokens of His grace; and do they 
not prove, what I remarked before, that in all ages, however 
in outward dispensations the love of many may wax cold, the 
Lord hath a seed that serve Him, over which Himself 
watcheth, and doth and will preserve them from the general 
corruption and apostacy of the times. 
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There was a period in the succeeding century, or the 
following, to that of the age of Tertullian, in which the 
general profligacy [extravagance] in the contemning 
[enmity] of Divine truths was so universal, that it is said but 
one solitary individual could be found in the person of 
Athanasius, that ventured publicly to contend for the pure 
Gospel. No doubt there were many in private, hid, when 
Athanasius, like another Elijah, thought himself left alone. 
And the same is the case in all periods, in which, like the 
flowers on the mountain, whose beauty and fragrancy are 
unseen and unnoticed but by Him who seeth in secret. The 
promise is absolute; the Lord hath, in the worst times, a 
generation that call Him blessed. “The Lord knoweth them 
that are His.”  And when the Lord “writeth up the people, 258

many will arise from the east, and from the west,”  and 259

from all the periods of the several successive ages, to glorify 
the salvation of the Lord. 

And if we come down to the time of the Reformation in 
this kingdom, and from thence to the present era, every 
record in history carries but the same testimony, namely, the 
banner of scepticism and heresy unfurled through all the 
several generations as they succeeded each other, and the 
Lord’s chosen few selected from the throng, under Him 
whom Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons hath “given for a 
witness to the people, a leader and commander to the 
people.”  But as the Holy Ghost taught the Church to 260

 2 Timothy 2:19258

 Psalms 87:6259

 Isaiah 55:4260
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expect in the latter age more than ordinary opposition to the 
truth of the Gospel, so we find it. The atmosphere is now 
clouded with the thick columns of darkness, which the 
several systems of infidelity have raised up; and, like the 
locusts of Egypt, which obscured the face of the earth, none 
but the true Israel of God can see through the density. And 
that our land should be made the seat of war for the great 
enemy of souls to form his theatre upon, more than any 
other, scarce needs to be explained. Here is the meridian of 
the Gospel. Here, in the Scriptures of Eternal truth, God is 
truly known. Here, therefore, also, Satan will raise a fog to 
“blind the eyes of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.”  It is said by naturalists that the largest 261

reptiles are found under the tropics. Whether this be soon 
not, I stay not to inquire; but certain it is, that the greatest 
foes of the Gospel are living where the Sun of Righteousness 
sheds His warmest and most beneficent [generous] beams. 
And as the Church was admonished that the adversary would 
come down with great wrath, because he knew that he hath 
but a short time, we may expect that his last efforts will be 
his greatest; and as it is in the natural world, so in the 
intellectual—the darkest part of the night will be before 
break of the Everlasting day. 

And what is the security of the Lord’s people? Nay, it is 
the Lord himself. They have no other. They need no other. 
“He is as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from 
the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow 

 2 Corinthians 4:4261

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �122 174



THE DYING PILLOW

of a great rock in a weary land.”  And when, under Divine 262

unction, the Spiritual Church of Christ is enabled to 
persevere, in remembrance who and what Christ is; the 
glories of His person, the greatness of His salvation, the 
Infinite fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency of Himself, 
and His finished work for His people; and their suitability for 
Him—they to get righteousness in Him, and He to get glory 
by them; under such spiritual views of Him, while, through 
grace, faith is in lively exercise in the believing enjoyment of 
them; His conquest over sin, death, hell, and the grave is felt 
in the soul; and the regenerated and redeemed child of God 
lives in the holy triumphs of his Lord, as though all things 
that offend were, and which in truth they are, taken out of 
Christ’s Kingdom. The Apostle Paul blessedly expresses this, 
and so may every one like him when, having learnt the same, 
he prays to be brought more and more into the knowledge of 
Christ, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings. 

True it is, if we look around us, we behold a vast 
assemblage of things without any eye to Christ. And even 
among many from whom, according to their religious 
profession, we might have hoped to have found something 
better, we discover, no less, evangelical spirituality without 
Gospel; and the religion of the Bible without Christ. The day 
we live in is indeed a day of masquerade of godliness 
without its power. Under such existing circumstances, the 
Lord plainly speaks to His people of the present hour, as He 
did to His disciples of old, when in the prospect of their 

 Isaiah 32:2262
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exercises, “In your patience possess ye your souls.”  For 263

my own part, without aspiring to a greater insight into what 
is going on in the world than others, I see a needs-be for the 
state of things exactly as they are. The Lord hath said, “I will 
sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is 
sifted in a sieve; yet shall not the least grain fall upon the 
earth.”  Here I rest with full assurance of faith; and am no 264

more apprehensive for the blasphemies of one class and the 
contumely [insults] of another, than when the “blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.”  Yea, I find 265

the opposers of the faith not unfrequently the means of doing 
good, in calling forth into action the graces which might 
otherwise lie dormant. And as the Israelites went down to the 
Philistines to sharpen their weapons when fighting the Lord’s 
battle, the same is now. It is well to brighten our armour by 
collision with the enemy’s, when going forth in the strength 
of the Lord, and when that “strength is made perfect in our 
weakness.”  266

 Luke 21:19263

 Amos 9:9264

 Isaiah 25:4265

 2 Corinthians 12:9266
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GOD’S DESIGNS COMPETENT 
CHAPTER 19 

Reference to Momentous Approaching Events—Not to be Over-Curious, 
but Suppress all Irreverent Curiosity—God’s Designs competent to the 

Church’s Welfare, which is Impregnable 

One inquiry remains to be considered, and in which no 
doubt the spiritual reader has followed me, in a general 
consent to my former statements; this will be as important as 
any, namely, What time of the night is it in the present hour? 
And how near are we to the completion of the prophecies 
which respect the killing of the two witnesses? Indeed, this is 
a question I have no ability to answer; neither do I believe 
that the Lord hath communicated it to any one of His people. 
Carnal, unenlightened men there have been, who, from the 
presumptuous reasonings of the human mind, have formed 
their own conclusions, from the political hemisphere, and not 
from the state of the Church, and many of this complexion 
have confidently stated the exact period; yea, some of them, 
mistaking the form for the power of Godliness, and 
calculating from the general profession of the day, that this is 
the golden age of the Church, have leapt over the solemn 
event in the slaughter of the witnesses, as a matter of small 
moment, or already passed; and in the vanity of their mind, 
have declared that the Millennium is begun. But, blessed be 
God, those taught by Him have not so learned Christ. Very 
solemn events are declared in Holy Scripture to precede the 
Millennium, be that Millennium what it may. “And that day 
of Christ shall not come,” the Holy Ghost declared by the 
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Apostle Paul, “except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”  267

From this statement, the spiritual reader, whom I now 
address, will perceive that, however gratifying it might be to 
us to be let into the arcanum [mysteries] of the Divine 
Counsel on this subject, our province of duty is to be 
distinguished from the carnal, by not presuming to be wise 
above what is written. In reference to what part of the night 
is the present hour of the Church, I shall only bring the 
prophecy of Daniel on the subject, explained in some 
measure as it is by corresponding passages in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy, and the Revelation on the same; and then leave the 
reader to his solemn meditations thereon, under the grace of 
God. 

The Prophet Daniel closes the eleventh chapter of his 
prophecy with describing some great earthly potentate, 
which shall go forth with great fury to destroy and utterly to 
make away many. “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palaces between the seas, in the glorious holy mountain, yet 
he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”  268

Nothing can be plainer than that it is the Church, and not any 
worldly power, that this prophecy refers to, when these 
events are to be accomplished. The glorious holy mountain is 
Zion (see Psalm 48). And between the seas, as plainly 
defines the place of action. And the time when, had before 
been marked by Daniel, namely, in the end of years. And by 

 2 Thessalonians 2:3267

 Daniel 11:45268
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a comparative statement of Daniel with the thirty-eighth 
chapter of Ezekiel, from the eighth to the sixteenth verse, we 
find a further light thrown upon the subject: Then follows, in 
the twelfth chapter of Daniel’s prophecy a fuller statement, to 
which, for brevity, I refer. And if the reader will mark the 
prominent parts in this close of Daniel’s prophecy, 
particularly the third, fourth, eighth, ninth, and tenth verses 
of the twelfth chapter, and compare them with modern 
events, he will discover a marvellous coincidence. That the 
prediction had a further aspect to the siege of Jerusalem by 
Vespasian, though that might also be included, which is no 
uncommon thing in Scripture, is evident from several of the 
leading points. Christ, the great Prince, standing up for His 
people, could not be so suitably applied to that season of his 
humiliation. Neither the delivery of the people, whose names 
are said to be found written in the book. But waiving these 
considerations, the siege of Jerusalem could not be meant in 
the fourth verse, where it is said, “Many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be increased.”  Neither could a 269

reference be suited, at that time, of the tenth verse, of “none 
of the wicked understanding, but the wise understanding.” 

 Take the prophecy of Daniel in your hand, and compare it 270

with the present day. Behold how many are running to and 
fro, and knowledge increasing; and connect with this the 
decision of the Lord: “None but the people that shall be 
found written in the book shall understand;” and then let the 
reader for I refer the subject to his own decision and that 

 Daniel 12:4269

 Daniel 12:10270
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under the Lord’s teaching—judge for himself. And to 
suppress all irreverent curiosity, let him recollect that the 
highly-favoured servant of the Lord was not gratified, who, 
when he heard these things, but understood them not, said, 
“O, my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?” and He 
said, “Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and 
sealed, till the time of the end.”  271

It is evident great events are pending, and marvellous are 
to be the forerunners, as taught us in the Scriptures, by which 
will be ushered in the latter day. But amidst all convulsions 
with which the Lord will shake the earth, the Church is 
impregnable; and through all this voice may be heard by 
every child of God, “Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well 
with him.”  Keeping in remembrance the Eternal, inherent, 272

essential, and underived perfections of Christ, which are His 
own, and which He possesseth in common with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, nothing of this time-state, arising from 
the temptations of men or devils, can stagger for a moment 
my faith, while upheld by the Lord. In Him I behold a 
Sovereignty competent to all the purposes of His Church. 
The Infinite greatness of His Person stamps Infinity upon all 
He wrought in His human nature; every act, every word, 
every thought, was the act, the word, and thought of God in 
the man Christ Jesus. Through grace I never suffer myself to 
lose sight of His Oneness, in all that constitutes Godhead 
with Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons. And in all my 
approaches to the Mercy Seat, I approach to the One 

 Daniel 12:8-9271

 Isaiah 3:10272
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undivided Jehovah, through the mediation of Christ, as 
Christ—that is, God and man in One Person—which is as 
necessary to approach the Divine Nature of the Son, as it is 
to approach that of the Father or of the Holy Ghost. This may 
be considered a solecism [grammatical mistake] in the 
world’s vocabulary; but the word loseth its meaning when 
applied to the glorious truths of God. There are no solecisms 
[mistakes] in Scripture. The Lord enables His Spiritual 
Church to receive the Lord’s manifestations spiritually. And 
then, while carrying about with us the charter of grace, the 
precious question of our Lord, put by Himself, and opened 
by Himself in all its beauty and fulness, will be like an 
anchor to the soul in the darkest night of heresy, silencing all 
the blasts of a Christ-despising generation. 

If then it be allowed, as it must be allowed, that the 
foretelling future events can only be the prerogative of God, 
and we see things thus predicted by the Prophet Isaiah 
concerning Christ, so fulfilled in His Person and Offices, 
who but the most determined infidel would venture to call in 
question those Divine oracles of God in the Bible, where 
those records both of prophecy and fact are faithfully 
contained. But then what the Prophets foretold, and the 
Evangelists proved, is but a part, and that a small part, of 
what the Apostles predicted should take place in the latter 
days. Here the Lord manifested His glory in declaring events 
to come the most improbable, but which we have lived to see 
fulfilled, and fulfilling daily in the earth. The Prophet Isaiah 
lived, as hath been already said, more than seven hundred 
years before the coming of Christ, and now eighteen 
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centuries have since run out. Let any man look at the world 
as it now is, and, with the Bible in his hand, mark well the 
corresponding features. Had the Apostle Paul, to mention no 
other, lived but yesterday, and written his epistle to Timothy 
this day, it were impossible he could have drawn the 
characters more faithful. What we now see, and what he then 
wrote, are perfect counterparts of each other. “This know,” 
said he, “that in the last days, perilous times shall come: for 
men shall be lovers of their own selves; covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God.”  Were these Scriptures indeed written 273

so many ages since, and purposely to mark the present era? 
And do we now behold their accomplishment daily in our 
streets; so that any man, and every man with the smallest 
discernment, must say these are the several characters 
virtually before us. And can there be a more decisive proof 
both of the authority of the Bible, under whose inspiration it 
was written. And, reader, do observe this one thing: though it 
be painful to witness the blasphemy of some, and the atheism 
of others, and the general profligacy [immorality]; and 
though all feeling minds cannot but be tremblingly alive for 
what must be the eventual consequences to these awful 
characters, if living and dying under such delusions; yet we 
find much cause to bless God for such a testimony to his 
truth. Without it we should lose one great degree of evidence 

 2 Timothy 3:1-4273
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of our holy faith. They are for witnesses also; and from age 
to age as they arose, the Lord speaks to them as, to the same 
characters of old—“Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and 
perish; for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall 
in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.”  274

 Acts 13:41274
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THE STING TAKEN AWAY 
CHAPTER 20 

The Writer’s Views of his own Dissolution—Distinct View or Death—
Delightful Thoughts thereon—The Sting taken away, and Death’s total 

Destruction 

I would now solicit the reader who has accompanied me 
thus far in the consideration of these glorious achievements 
we have been considering of our Lord and Saviour, to 
meditate on one of His glorious and mighty deeds, namely, in 
abolishing death, and “bringing life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel.”  And here, in drawing to a 275

conclusion, let us dwell a little copiously [longer] on this 
solemn and interesting subject. For who shall say in the 
revolution of time, what a month, or a week, or even a day or 
an hour, may bring forth? And with many of the Lord’s 
ancient ones, and peradventure the writer, who is now 
entered into his seventy-third year, before the sun shall have 
finished once again its annual circuit, shall hear that 
attractive voice saying, “Come up hither.”  Then that 276

blessed Scripture will be realised in the fullest 
comprehension of it. The “year of my redeemed is come.”  277

The reflection re-animates my tottering frame, when I shall 
bid a cheerful and everlasting farewell to a body of sin and 
death, to be ever with the Lord—enjoy a perpetual day that 

 2 Timothy 1:10275
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will never end—an eternal sunshine without a cloud, in the 
presence of the Lamb that was slain. 

I would observe as I proceed, that, as an old man going out 
of life, and the confines of another world now, daily 
enlarging to my view, and losing my steps in this, the subject 
of death becomes more interesting. I would therefore enter 
with accuracy, and previously the several distinct features of 
death, taking the light of Holy Scripture for my guide, so as 
to have a clear view; of what is contained in that blessed 
declaration, that Christ hath abolished death. Now, there are 
three separate characters of death, as stated in the Word of 
God, which, though all alike the consequent effect of man’s 
original apostacy from God, at the Fall, are yet differently 
marked and distinguished from each other. 

There is the natural death of the body which takes a place 
on the whole and on every individual son and daughter of 
Adam, when the soul takes its departure from the mere 
animal life of flesh and blood. The Holy Ghost, by His 
servant James, in a few words hath defined when saying, 
“The body without the spirit is dead.”  Morally 278

considered, it is the effect of sin. “By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin.”  Had there been no 279

transgression, there had been no mortality; therefore death is 
not only called an enemy, but the last enemy. There is a 
spiritual death, which Adam also sustained in the day of his 
transgression, and in which the whole of his posterity 

 James 2:26278

 Romans 5:12279
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[descendants] were involved; and which is also defined by 
the Holy Ghost in these strong characters: “Dead in 
trespasses and sins.”  And this also is the effect of man’s 280

original apostacy from God. For as the soul is the life of the 
body, so Christ is the life of the soul; and until quickened 
into a new and spiritual life by regeneration, every man by 
nature is in the spiritual death before God. And there is an 
Eternal death, which, consists in a total separation from God, 
both of body and soul, for ever; and this is, in the alarming 
language of Scripture, called the “second death.”  And in 281

the same Scripture, and in allusion to the reign of grace in the 
recovery of the redeemed of the Lord, by Him who “hath 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel,”  it is said, “Blessed and holy, is he 282

that hath part in the first resurrection, the second death hath 
no power.”  283

My beloved reader, what a delightful thought! Though the 
believer in Christ dies as well as the sinner, death, has no 
sting for him. Here the grandeur of the Holy Trinity shines in 
full splendour. Here “grace reigns through righteousness, 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.”   284

How Christ wrought out a full and complete deliverance 
from such tremendous evils for all his people, I will, in the 
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prosecution of the subject, attempt to state, confirming every, 
iota of what is advanced, from what is clearly discoverable 
on Scripture ground. I have already observed that each 
glorious Person in the Godhead took part in the stupendous 
mystery of godliness; it was our Lord Christ who became the 
visible Jehovah for the public executive part of it. “No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.”   I before 285

remarked, that the Infinite dignity of His Person of underived 
Godhead, in common with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
carried its own Infinity of value to all the thoughts, and 
words, and actions, wrought by the indwelling Godhead in 
His human nature. I further desired the reader to connect, in 
his Spiritual apprehension of these statements, that in and 
through the whole, the Lord Jesus Christ acted not privately 
for Himself, but for His people. I would hope that, through 
the unction of the Holy Ghost, in His glorifying the Lord 
Jesus to our hearts, such views may be kept alive in our 
remembrance, while I prosecute the subject further, under 
those features of character in which He is described as 
having “abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.”   286

Now, the Holy Ghost, in reference to the very point we are 
more particularly dwelling upon, hath thus stated the special 
and Personal fitness of our Lord for this mighty work, when 
saying by His servant the Apostle: “Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 

 John 1:18285

 2 Timothy 1:10286
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likewise took part of the same; that, through death, He might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil; 
and deliver; them who, through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.”  The accursed foe of God 287

and man having, by his subtilty, enticed our first parents into 
they became subject to death, which was involved in it; for, 
as the same Almighty God the Spirit, by another Apostle, 
saith, “For of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he 
brought into bondage.”  288

Hence, though the Devil possesses no power over our 
lives, yet in the eventual consequence of things, by our being 
sinners, he virtually accomplisheth the same; and was and is, 
as our adorable Lord describes him, a “murderer from the 
beginning.”   The Son of God, therefore; by His Sovereign 289

and; Almighty acts, in “putting away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself;”  and by destroying him that, by the introduction 290

of sin, had introduced death most effectually accomplished 
the purposes of both. He entered the territories of this strong 
man armed, so Scripturally described. “The handwriting of 
ordinances which was against us, and was contrary to us, He 
took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross: and having 
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it.”  He had before under 291

the spirit of prophecy, by another of His servants, in allusion 
 Hebrews 2:14-15287

 2 Peter 2:19288
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to this immense work, and several generations before He had 
tabernacled openly in the substance of our flesh, “I will 
ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death. O death, I will be thy plagues; O grace, I will be 
thy destruction; repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.”  292

Here, within, a brief compass, is stated the full and complete 
victory of our most glorious Lord. For He hath not only 
abolished death, but destroyed him, that had the power of 
death; not only redeemed His people from the power of the 
grave, or, as the original word is; hell but redeemed them 
from death; from the penal effects of natural death, spiritual 
death, eternal death. For, by sustaining in His own Divine 
Person all that was due to sin, and all that by sin His whole 
body the Church had justly incurred, He vanquished hell, 
fulfilled the law, made an end of sin, silenced all the 
accusations, of Satan, and brought in Everlasting 
righteousness. And most blessedly hath our most glorious 
Lord, in the close of this sweet Scripture; added, “repentance 
shall be hid from Mine eyes.”  For never, never, will this 293

Almighty Saviour repent of His peerless grace in the 
accomplishment of this great salvation; neither will Jehovah, 
in His Trinity of Persons, repent the Eternal decree, 
productive of Such Infinite glory to God and good will to 
man. 

If it be demanded, by what promises of operation the Son 
of God, in our name, wrought out our mighty deliverance, 
and what these sufferings of Christ were; what agonies the 
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Lamb of God sustained in the garden and on the cross; what 
were the horrors He endured in the full accomplishment of 
His Church’s deliverance, both from the pangs of the first 
death in nature, and the endless torments or the second death 
in hell; if questions of these and the like kind be proposed, 
the best answer, yet the only answer I apprehend to be given, 
is to refer to Holy Scripture, where the statement is made, 
according to what the Lord has thought proper to reveal, and 
as far, indeed, as is essential to all the purposes of Divine 
teaching of making wise unto salvation; but by no means 
calculated, for so it was never intended, to gratify curiosity. 
For my part, while desiring grace to contemplate the 
mysterious subject with unceasing intenseness of mind, so as 
to lie low in the dust before God, and there to receive 
increasing grace to bless God for His unspeakable gift, I 
retire from every other statement of this stupendous mystery 
with the most awful and profound reverence. What angels 
desire, to look into, conscious of incompetence to fully 
apprehend, I presume not to fathom; neither to add an atom 
of mine to what the sacred Scripture hath stated. Here is 
enough to satisfy the most capacious desires of my awakened 
soul. On Him, would I beg for grace, to fix and feast my 
ravished eyes, who hath “abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel.”   294

It will not be said, I hope, that our Lord’s complete victory 
over sin and death hath any difficulty of apprehension, in that 
the bodies of His redeemed ones, in common with mankind, 
go down to the grave and see corruption. For this, in fact, is 

 2 Timothy 1:10294
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their mercy; and, by a voice from heaven, they are declared 
to be “blessed that die in the Lord.”  Death, in nature, is 295

more a privilege than an evil to the Lord’s people, for the 
“sting of death is sin;”  and the Lord hath taken it out 296

when He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; and 
neither the serpent, no more than the bee deprived of its 
sting, can injure. Nay, sin being removed, it ceaseth to be 
death, for it is but a sleep, where, after the example of our 
dear Lord, the dead in Christ retire, as into the chambers of 
repose, until the resurrection morning. In death, they are for 
ever freed from all sorrows, pains, and toils of life. They 
sleep in Jesus. And as it was by their glorious Head, so will it 
be, from their participation in His triumphs, with them. Jesus 
is gone before as their forerunner, and has taken possession 
for them, and keeps possession in their name, until the time 
appointed of the Father. Being “reconciled by His death, 
much more shall they be saved by his life.”  His own 297

promise runs thus, “Because I live, ye shall live also;”  298

and “faithful is He who promised, who will also do it.”  299

The earnest given, assures the whole of the promise; and 
therefore, though foes and fears may be found in the 
Wilderness, and though Jordan roll between the Wilderness 
and Canaan, yet the ark of the Lord will make a dry and safe 
passage for His purchased people to enter into rest.  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ENDLESS HAPPY ETERNITY 
CHAPTER 21 

Death Sweet; the Contemplation Gain—The Resurrection; OpeningViews of an 
Endless Happy Eternity—No Condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.  

The Prophet Jeremiah, looking into Gospel times, and 
contemplating the Lord Jesus in his resurrection 
morning, describes him as thus speaking: “Upon this I 
awaked and beheld! and my sleep was sweet unto me.” 

 Precious Jesus! and was that interval between the 300

cross and the resurrection sweet; when thou arisedst 
from the grave, and in that didst behold the fruit of thy 
finished redemption extending to all thy members. And 
will not the whole and every one of thy mystical body 
feel their proportion of blessedness when rising from the 
grave, from their triumphs in Thee, and say, “my sleep 
was, sweet unto me.” 

Here, then, we evidently gain more by being one with 
Christ than we lose by being one with Adam, for the 
covenant with him had no knowledge of a resurrection to 
eternal life by Jesus Christ. Though sin has debased our 
frame and made our bodies vile, yet grace shall conform 
them to the glorious body of our Lord and Saviour, so 
that when our eyes behold Him as he is, so we shall be 
conscious of wearing a perfect likeness to Him. 

Blessed Jesus, our hopes are fixed on immortality, on 
Thee, the Risen Saviour, who has entered within the veil, 

 Jeremiah 31:26300
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who has prepared a place for us among the mansions in 
Thy Father’s house; we will gladly and patiently wait for 
Thy salvation until we come in full possession. Being 
children of God, we shall be children of the resurrection. 
In that morning, we shall not only have our bodies 
purified from all the effects of sin, but furnished with 
qualities superior to those which our progenitor knew in 
his happy garden. The qualities of our bodies in the 
resurrection will far exceed those of our present fallen 
state; our corporeal system shall wear a perfection of 
suitability to all the employ and the blessedness of our 
Father’s kingdom; no wish for inferior sensations, their 
absence will be our comfort and joy. 

A scene here opens to our view as endless as Eternity, 
and as full of blessedness as it is endless. The Prophet 
Isaiah, contemplating the glorious Person of our dear 
Lord and Saviour in the bringing of it in, and the 
wonders which would follow, thus expressed the vast of 
both: “He will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the v a l that is spread 
over all nations. He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all 
faces: and the rebuke of his people shall he take away 
from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.”  301

There is, indeed, by the fall of man, the face of the 
covering, and a veil of ignorance, blindness, and 
corruption, which now obscure our perfect vision. And 
this was symbolically represented in the Jewish temple, 

 Isaiah 25:7301
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in the veil that separated between the most holy place, 
and the enter sanctuary for daily services. But in the 
moment that our dear Lord and Saviour, by His death, 
“abolished death, and brought life and to light through 
His Gospel,”  behold, say the Evangelists with one 302

voice, “the veil was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom.”  The separation was for ever removed. The 303

Son of God had now entered, not, indeed, into the 
“temple made with hands, but into heaven itself, there to 
appear in the presence of God for us.”  And His whole 304

body, the Church, is said to have “boldness to enter in by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say 
His flesh; and having an High Priest over the house of 
God, we are commended to draw near with true hearts, 
in full assurance of faith.”  305

The Lord of His infinite mercy cause this subject to 
sink deep into the hearts of all His redeemed ones. I 
would say to every child of God, let us frequently take 
wing, and, in the warmth of the most animated faith and 
joy, light down near the tomb, whence, on the 
resurrection morn, our most glorious Lord arose to show 
us the way to His glory. From thence the first clear and 
dis- tinct views were taken of the future abode of the 
blessed. From hence I would say, as in imagination I 
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behold the sepulchre where my Lord had once lain, here 
our glorious Lord opened the path to life and 
immortality! 

From hence He arose to show all the members of His 
mystical body the certainty that they shall assuredly 
follow him: that where He is, there they shall be also. 
And in the daily contemplation of this same blessed 
hope, I would sing to the same triumphant notes as the 
Apostle, and with the same full assurance of faith: “O 
death, where is thy sting! O grave, where is thy victory! 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”  306

Here I would make a pause, and say, blessed change 
from weak to strong, from natural to spiritual, from 
corruptible to incorruptible, and from mortal to 
immortal! The musing on this scene is almost heaven 
itself. Who now shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? Not even he who is the accuser of the brethren can 
now allege one single article of condemnation against 
any one of the number. Will he there say Manasseh had 
sold himself to do evil? that the Apostle Paul was a 
blasphemer? or that Mary Magdalene was an eminent 
sinner? Will he say that the Galatians were idolaters? or 
that the Corinthians were guilty of almost every crime 
that could be named? and that there is not so much as 
one on whom there might not be found some fixed 
imputation or other? It is all granted, to the praise and 

 1 Corinthians 15:55-57306
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glory of redeeming love, that they were great sinners, but 
“they were washed, they were sanctified, they were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God.”  And now there remaineth no 307

condemnation for them, and nothing shall ever separate 
them from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. 

Let us here exclaim, Blessed are the people whose God 
is Jehovah, for we shall soon be made pillars in the house 
of our God, from whence we shall no more go out. We 
shall see God face to face, the light of His countenance 
shall never more be eclipsed, but will Eternally shine 
upon us. Praise, praise without ceasing and without end, 
be to the ever blessed and Holy Trinity, who hath prepared 
such felicity for us, and who hath prepared us for it. Let 
us join, together in one glad voice in praising the Lamb 
that was slain, and let every tongue, and let every angel of 
every order, join us in one song of praise. 

 1 Corinthians 6:11307
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
CHAPTER 22 

The Love of Christ to His People in Death; the reverse to the Ungodly—The 
Saints Depleted, and their Deaths Precious—Their Assurance of their Eternal 

State, and Living Witnesses to the Love and Faithfulness of God  

In further prosecuting this subject, consider for a 
moment the love of Christ to His people, being from 
Everlasting to Everlasting, never to terminate. In their 
last stage of life, when they go through the dark valley 
and shadow of death, His “Everlasting arms are 
underneath them,”  “His rod and His staff.”  are 308 309

their support, and when their last expiring breath ceases, 
then it may be said, in the language of Scripture, 
“precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints.”  310

In relation to the world at large, we are taught by an 
authority not to be questioned, that the “whole world lieth 
in wickedness.”  Hence the very reverse of the 311

proposition must be accepted in respect to all such. And 
that trembling Scripture is in confirmation, “As I live, 
saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked.”  And who shall calculate the horrors of that 312

state when men have died as they have lived, and as they 
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were born, in the unawakened, unregenerate, unrenewed 
nature of the Adam-fall transgression? Yea, when in the 
full ripeness of original sin, inherent in the very essence 
and elixir of their being, which they brought with them 
into the world, they go out of it again with the 
accumulation of actual guilt; falling as grapes of gall from 
the vine of Sodom and the fields of Gomorrah; rotten in 
bitterness, and defiling even the earth that covers them; 
the mind sickens as it contemplates the prospect. It cannot 
be supposed for persons of this complexion that these 
lines are intended. It is the death of the Lord’s SAINTS, 
which is said to be precious in His sight; and to them the 
consolations to be found in death can only be applicable; 
and who they are, the Word of God very clearly 
ascertains. They are described therein as “called to be 
saints;”  and the “faithful in Christ;”  by which is 313 314

intimated that, in the original state of nature in which they 
were born, they were, as all men are, sinners and children 
of wrath even as others; but, being called by Sovereign 
grace to the knowledge of the Lord, they “who were 
sometimes darkness are now light in the Lord; they who 
were sometimes afar of, and sinners to God by wicked 
works, are made nigh by the blood of the cross.”  And it 315

reference to this recovered state of the Church, the 
Apostle speaks when he said, “And such were some of 
you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

 Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1:2313

 Ephesians 1:1314

 Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:21-22, Ephesians 2:13315
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justified in the name of our Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God.”  Hence being “delivered from the power 316

of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son, they are made meet partakers of the inheritance 
with the saints in light.”  To all of this description and 317

character, these lines are most affectionately addressed. 
Numberless providences,both in nature and grace, await 
the reader and writer these lines. The death of either or 
both is in the unerring appointment of the Lord, and may 
quickly take place: let us be in watchfulness, like the 
prophet on his watch-tower, that come whensoever the 
Lord may, at “midnight or cock-crowing in the morning,” 
we may not be “ashamed before Him at His coming.”  318

For if our lives are now “hid with Christ in God,”  our 319

deaths will then be precious in His sight; “and when 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we shall appear with 
Him in glory.”  It is the most delightful consideration to 320

every child of God in the Spiritual Church of Christ, that 
the Lord, in whose sight the death of his saints is precious, 
is Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons, Father, Son. and 
Holy Ghost. Both the death and life, indeed, of every 
member of Christ’s mystical body, cannot but be precious 
in the sight of God the Father, precious in the sight of God 
the Son, precious in the sight of God the Holy Ghost; and 
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it is impossible for it to be otherwise; For, as each 
glorious Person, in the Unity of the Divine Essence, hath 
taken an equal part in all Covenant engagements 
concerning the Church, which is His body before all 
worlds, so doth each continue an equal attention to the 
Church during the whole of her time-state here, and will 
the same in all her Eternal state hereafter, when there shall 
be no worlds. And, I beseech the reader to pause over this 
view, and ponder well the love, the grace, the tenderness
—what shall I call it—the Infinite and indescribable 
condescension of the Holy Three in One, which bear 
record in heaven, thus to reveal and make known what, 
without special manifestations, never could have been 
known to the spiritual apprehension of His chosen, the 
gracious tokens of the love of each, and of the whole 
conjunction of the Godhead. As if the Lord intended 
thereby—and which indeed is evidently the design—that 
besides the general knowledge given in Holy Scripture of 
the Divine Majesty existing in a Trinity of Persons, His 
redeemed ones might have somewhat more near and 
endearing to lean upon, in their personal apprehension of, 
and communion with, day by day, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. And what I very earnestly and affectionately beg of 
every child of God in the spiritual Church of Christ, in 
whose own heart a saving work of grace hath been 
wrought, that he will. remember and, if possible, never 
lose sight of; what the Scriptures of God have taught 
concerning the united operations of God in His Trinity of 
Persons in this accomplishment. And I must and will 
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contend, as one that contendeth on Scriptural ground for a 
plain matter of fact, that in every instance of conversion 
from a state of nature to grace, however unconscious at 
times the highly favoured objects of that love may in 
themselves be of it, nevertheless they carry about with 
them in their own bosom living testimonies from day to 
day of the love of God the Father, the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Ghost. Men, 
who know nothing of these Divine operations in their own 
souls, may, and will, call in question those glorious truths 
of our most holy faith; and, from a total ignorance of any 
work of grace wrought in themselves, will give no 
evidence to the work of grace wrought in others. But this 
is not the case with the Lord’s people; they are themselves 
the witnesses for His truth. And it is an infinitely 
important consideration with me, I confess, to keep 
always in view, and to be always living upon the sure 
conviction of it, that as the gracious acts of each and of all 
are such as none but God can perform, each and all 
thereby undeniably prove His Eternal power and Godhead 
in the Unity of the Divine Essence. And, consequently, it 
must also follow, that as those blessings bestowed upon 
the Church from each glorious Person in the Godhead are 
all equally Sovereign and Almighty: so are they all 
equally entitled to the same acts of adoration, love, and 
praise, to each and to all in the same Unity of the Divine 
Essence. If the reader happily, through Divine teaching, 
knows these precious things, he will not need my advice. 
For my own part, I desire to do by them as Moses 
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commanded Israel to do by the Lord's statutes and 
judgments, namely, “to bind them as a sign upon mine 
hand, and as frontlets between my eyes.”  And I say of 321

them, they shall lie down with me, and rise up with me; 
yea, I will esteem them more than my necessary food. For 
very sure I am, that in every instance of the Lord’s people, 
where those gracious manifestations from the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost; are spiritual known, spiritually received, 
lived upon, and enjoyed from day to day, there cannot fail 
to be the corresponding affections excited in the breast; 
and there will be goings forth of that soul in love, and 
faith, and esteem to each and all the Persons in the 
Godhead, as the united source of all blessedness, here in 
grace and hereafter in glory. Hence, therefore, the 
preciousness of the saints’ death is equally to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost; for the whole Persons of the 
Godhead take equal interest in all that relates to the 
Church; in time and Eternity.  

 Deuteronomy 11:18321
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THE TRIUMPHS OF CHRIST 
CHAPTER 23 

Personal Union of Believers in Christ Inseparable in Life and in Death—The 
Grave a Chamber of Repose—The Triumphs of Christ in the Resurrection of His 

People—The Identity of every Member of Christ’s Mystical Body Preserved. 

From the above foundations as an immovable rock, 
and on which the whole superstructure of the Church of 
Christ rests; we may pass to a consideration connected 
with the same, namely, that the death of the Lord’s saints 
is precious in His sight, from the personal union which: 
every member of Christ’s mystical body hath with 
Christ: Himself, the glorious Head. For we are members 
of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. Indeed His 
people stand in a double relation to Him. First, in that we 
are married to His Person; and, secondly, in that we are 
redeemed by His blood. And this by virtue of this our 
affinity that all we have, and all that we are, and all that 
we ever shall be, derives importance. It is our mercy 
when we can trace this in all its bearings. The analogy 
between nature and grace in this particular is very 
striking; for, as the whole of death, and sin, and 
condemnation was, and is, in our original nature by the 
fall of Adam, in which his whole race was involved; so 
the whole of life, and holiness, and justification which 
we have by grace was, and is, in the Person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in whom his whole seed are alike 
interested. So God the Holy Ghost most blessedly 
teacheth in His statement; for, saith the Lord, as by the 
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“offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteous One, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by 
one man’s disobedience, many were made sinners; so by 
the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.”  322

Hence it follows that, as by my connection and 
relationship in grace to the second Adam so called, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, I am interested in all that belongs to 
Him, as the Head and Husband of His Church and 
people; and holiness, life, and immortality are as truly 
my inheritance and my just right in Christ, as my 
condemnation before was, and is, from my union with 
Adam. Hence the Lord Jesus Christ, as Christ, and the 
Church, as His Church, are never considered in Scripture 
separately. They have been from Everlasting, and are, 
and must be, to Everlasting, one in Jehovah’s view. The 
death of the Lord’s saints, therefore, is precious in the 
Lord’s sight from their personal union with Christ, and 
from their interest in Christ. And in no one point of 
doctrine is the Holy Ghost more particular, than in this 
oneness of Christ with His Church. In His death, His 
Church is said to have died with him. In His burial, the 
whole body of the Church is said to be buried with Him. 
In His resurrection, the Church is said to have arisen 
with Him; and in His ascension, to have ascended with 
Him, a n d to be “sitting together with Him in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.”   So that, in all that Christ 323

 Romans 5:18-19322

 Ephesians 2:6323
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did, He acted as the Head and Husband of His Church 
and people; and when death is swallowed up in victory, 
He will manifest the same Oneness and interest in 
raising up His members, a part of Himself, and present 
them to Himself “faultless before the throne of His glory 
with exceeding joy.”  All which tends yet further to 324

prove, that “precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints.”  325

The death of the Lord’s saints is precious in His sight 
on another account, which is, because by death the 
mystical body of Christ is brought into conformity to 
Christ, their glorious Head, who died also. In death, as in 
all things else, He must have the preeminence. And He 
could not have, been the first begotten from the dead, 
neither the first fruits of them that sleep, were not His 
members to follow both. By their death, here is a 
conformity to His death; and by their sleeping in the dust 
they are prepared for a conformity to His resurrection. 
There is somewhat very sweet and interesting in this 
view of the subject. And the Holy-Ghost, by the Apostle 
Paul, very blessedly hath observed on this point; in that 
striking Scripture, where it is said, “For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate, to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the first born 
among many brethren.”  The Church, therefore, 326

according to the Eternal counsel, will, and pleasure of 
 Jude 1:24324

 Psalms 116:15325

 Romans 8:29326
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Jehovah, being in all things to be in conformity to her 
Head and Husband, where a resemblance became 
attainable; she, by the grace of God, was to follow her 
Lord to the grave: and the dust which His blood has so 
sweetly perfumed, she should lie down in, until the 
resurrection morning. Hence, to the believer in Christ, 
the very aspect of death is changed. The grave is an 
asylum, a chamber of repose. It was Jesus’s own retiring 
room, where He himself once lay. Blessed, therefore, is 
the Church in being here as in other points predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of her Lord. “Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  327

But we must not stop here; for if possible an higher 
cause than even our conformity to our glorious Head, 
maketh the death of the saints precious in the Lord’s 
sight; namely, in that it becomes the means in the Lord’s 
hand, for the Lord to triumph in His members, as He 
hath in Himself, over death and the grave. It is very 
blessed for the Church’s happiness to be brought into the 
smallest conformity to Christ. But it is far more blessed 
when that conformity is made subservient to Christ’s 
own person glory. And it is His own personal glory, His 
triumphs in the resurrection of his members,for He is the 
sole efficient cause of it. Now, the death of Christ’s 
body, the Church, lays the foundation for these triumphs 
of Christ in their resurrection, when “He shall come to 
be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that 

 Psalms 116:15327
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believe.”  The Holy Ghost,by the Apostle Paul, among 328

other mighty events which are to take place in this great 
day of God, hath described the marvellous change which 
is to be wrought no the saints of God, that “He shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned unto His 
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is 
able to subdue all things unto Himself.”  Imagination 329

fails to form the smallest conception of what will be the 
glory of Christ, when these stupendous acts come to be 
fulfilled. To speak in the language of Holy Scripture
—“Then shall the moon be confounded, and the sun 
ashamed; when the Lord shall reign in Mount Zion, and 
in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.”  330

What an effulgence of glory must that be, at which the 
moon and sun both blush, and become pale with 
thinness; overwhelmed and as small tapers of the night, 
by the Infinite brightness of Christ; and what miracles of 
grace, combined with power, will be wrought that day! 
The dying saint leaves his body to the care of Him who 
in Infinite love redeemed it, in full and joyful hope of 
having it restored to him again, according to the 
Scriptures, possessed of such qualities as to be adapted 
to all the spiritual exercises and enjoyments of the 
mansion of bliss, where the assembly shall never be 
broken up, and where the delightful employ shall never 
be interrupted. The bodies of all the saints, with their 

 2 Thessalonians 1:10328

 Philippians 3:21329

 Isaiah 24:23330
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corporeal infirmities, which are the effects of sin, which 
were “sown in corrupt ion , wi l l be ra ised in 
incorruption; and what was sown in dishonour, will be 
raised in glory; and what was sown in weakness, will be 
raised in power; and what was sown a natural body, will 
be raised a spiritual body.”  Mortality will rise up to 331

put on immortality. A body liable to corruption, 
dishonour, weakness, and death, would be unsuited to 
the employ and the bliss of the believer’s future state; 
flesh and blood, in this view, cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. And marvellous, also, in the exercise of this 
Divine power, the identity of each, and of every 
individual of the members of Christ, the Lord will 
preserve; so that though wonderfully changed from 
corruption to incorruption, and from mortality to 
immortality, yet not an atom changed from being the 
very persons which they were before. Precisely the me as 
God the Father from all Eternity chose in Christ, and 
gave to Him; the same which Christ betrothed to Himself 
before all worlds, and redeemed ton Himself from the 
time-state of the fall; the same which God the Ghost 
from Everlasting anointed in Christ as members of His 
mystical body, when He anointed the glorious Head. 
Such in sameness and identity will be the persons of 
Christ’s mystical body, which He will bring up from 
death in that day. For it is a resurrection, and not a 
creation; so that identity must be preserved. And what I 
am now in Christ and what you now are in Christ, such 

 1 Corinthians 15:42-44331
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shall we then be; wonderfully changed indeed from dust 
and corruption, to a likeness after Christ our glorious 
Head. All accomplished by Himself as the sole efficient 
cause, and for His own personal glory. Events of such a 
nature and magnitude as the mind of man, in its present 
unripe state of apprehension, cannot grasp; but which 
may in some measure show, in addition to what hath 
before been observed respecting the death of the Lord’s 
people, that “precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints.”  332

 Psalms 116:15332
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SOLID CONSIDERATIONS 
CHAPTER 24 

Solid considerations to a Believer before his departure—No fear arising 
from Death—Consolation in the views of Death—The passage 

consecrated—The glory that is about to be opened, when Death has done 
its office, a fit subject for a dying moment 

After contemplating the subject in this sublime point: of 
view, in reference to the Divine glory, and for which; above 
every other consideration, we are warranted to conclude, that 
the death of the Lord’s saints is precious in the Lord’s sight, 
let us descend into minor concerns, and take a view of our 
interest therein. 

Believers in our precious Lord and Saviour, it would be 
well with them to be more and more acquainted with Jesus. 
Neither death, nor the state which will follow there on, will 
make any alteration in our dear Lord, nor in any one article 
of the Everlasting Gospel. We are not going to glory without 
Christ; we shall need Him, and to our latest moments. All we 
want in death is such views of Him in away of believing and 
spiritual apprehension, as may carry us above ourselves to 
rest on Him alone. I will most readily grant, none of us at 
present know what dying is; nor do we know what it is to be 
separated from our bodies. It may be, some of our brethren 
know as much of the apprehensions of being in a dying state, 
as we possibly can without the act, of dying. If so, how were 
we at such seasons sustained? Was it not from real scriptural 
and spiritual apprehensions that our everlasting all depended 
wholly and alone upon our being in Christ? Were we not led 
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then to see, if we were in Christ it must be by Eternal 
election, and, that this was the fruit of Divine Sovereignty, 
wholly the, act of Jehovah’s will towards us. From hence we 
are, led to see, that all our consolation and comfort in the 
very article of death, and our admission into heaven, is all, 
from the good pleasure of God’s will. Let these thoughts take 
us off from all creature dependence on ourselves. Though we 
must pass through the dark valley, for the decree for your 
death and mine is past, and cannot be reversed “Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return;”  still our dear Lord 333

he will be with us, and make death very easy to us, and fill 
our minds with “joy unspeakable and full of glory.”  334

As believers in Jesus we need not fear the execution of the 
sentence on us, for our dear Lord has said, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on Him 
that sent me, hath Everlasting life; and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death unto life. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, if a man keep my saying, he, shall 
never see death. I am the Resurrection and the Life; he that 
believeth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and 
whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die.”  335

“In my Father’s, house are many mansions; if it were not so, 
I would have told you: I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and 
receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye maybe 

 Genesis 3:19333

 1 Peter 1:8334

 John 5:24, John 8:51, John 11:25-26335
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also,”  “Fear not, I am the first and the last; I am he that 336

liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore; 
and have the keys of hell and death.”  “Blessed are the 337

dead which die in the Lord.”  And it well becomes us to 338

receive in our minds these glorious: cited Scriptures. For our 
Lord says to us in them all He can; and when we are enabled 
to mix faith with them, we, have communion with Him, and 
are thereby saved from all slavish fears of death; but we have 
also consolation in the very near views of it, and we hereby 
triumph over it. To be in Christ is the greatest of all 
blessings; to die in Christ, is true blessedness; to be found in 
Him, is the very essence of all blessedness and perfection. 
Hence the Apostle Paul, in the near views of Eternity, 
breathes out, “And be found in Him.”  Being in Him, we 339

shall die in Him, and must be with Him after death, to behold 
His glory, and to enjoy Him. It is our to look at death, and an 
entrance on an unseen state, without looking at these in 
Christ. He hath conquered death, He hath destroyed it, He 
hath abolished it; He hath consecrated it as the passage to life 
Everlasting; He knows all in it, what is felt when the 
separation stroke is given, and what will take place on our 
entrance into Eternity. Himself was separated in his body and 
soul by death; therefore, as He has himself passed this way, 
He knows how to feel for His people in the article of how to 
guide them safely through, and comfort them when heart and 

 John 14:2-3336

 Revelation 1:17-18337

 Revelation 14:13338

 Philippians 3:9339
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flesh fail. As to Eternity, we need not trouble ourselves 
therewith—we are only going home to our Father’s house; 
and the state we shall then enter upon, will be the state of 
glory; which will suit our disembodied minds, and as truly 
acceptable to us as it is for us new to enjoy the Lord’s 
presence, and communion with Him in any of His holy 
ordinances, And should it be the case with us to be in glory 
without any warning of it, so as to fall asleep suddenly in the 
arms of death, even that would be no other than what often 
befalls us in an acceptable way; and as respecting the body, 
we can exist without it for a season. And let us stop a 
moment for to consider, that, when all nature sinks, and all 
the springs of natural life cease with us, our Christ, who 
makes our cases His own, and promises never to fail nor 
forsake us, will be then to us all we need. If the Lord would 
give me the desire of my heart, I should prefer dying with 
Christ’s eye on me, and mine on Him, and in the exercise of 
my spiritual senses and faculties on his Person, love, 
salvation, worth, fulness, and glory, than in the enjoyment of 
consolation; because, hereby a way would be opened to 
consider the glory that is about to be revealed, as soon as 
death has done its office, and the mind is disengaged from 
the body. Jesus, he is the Lord of saints, of life, and of death. 
He is the Lord of earth, of heaven, and of glory. The Apostle 
Paul said to the children of God at Rome, “None of us liveth 
to himself, and no man dieth to himself, for whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die, unto the 
Lord; whether, therefore, we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 
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 For to this end, “Christ both died, and, rose, and revived, 340

that He might be Lord both of the dead and the living.”  341

These spiritual views of Christ belong to all saints; hence the 
Apostle says, “We see Jesus;”  yeah he sets Christ as the 342

object of their faith before them, and speaks of—“Looking 
unto Jesus.”  A most noble employment for a spiritual 343

mind. It is hereby, Christ is received into the heart, and lived 
on in the life and conversation. Many a saint is favoured both 
in life and death with some supernatural views of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, for it is in seeing Him they live, and therein is 
the life of their souls. It is generally found the children of 
God live as they die, and die as they live. Such as have been 
led from the Word, and by the Holy Ghost, to receive the 
knowledge and mysteries contained in the Person of Christ, 
the love and salvation of the immaculate Lamb, and have had 
real fellowship with Him in a way of believing, and centre in 
Him for life Everlasting, expecting to find and enjoy in Him 
all the blessings of, life Everlasting; when such come on the 
confines of Eternity, they generally are found so wrapt up in 
Christ, as to utter to their fellow-saints, who may be about 
them, how they are sustained in their own minds, and what 
prospects are now before them, of the glories of Christ, 
Which will break in upon their souls when they shall be 
admitted into His immediate presence in heaven. Many a 
saint, grown to spiritual maturity, has found a death-bed most 

 Romans 14:7340

 Romans 14:9341

 Hebrews 2:9342

 Hebrews 12:2343
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blessed, as being favoured with such spiritual views of 
Christ, His dignity and person as God and man; It has been 
given them to see that all the glory of God will for ever shine 
unto them, and upon them, in the sight and vision of Him, 
the image of the invisible God, in whom dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead. It is apart of glory let down in the 
mind of such, when they are led to consider Christ as the 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, the First 
and the Last, as the first-born of all God’s purposes. It is a fit 
subject for a dying moment to consider Christ in his love to 
them. To look back into Eternity, and hear Him saying, “I 
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was; my delights were with the sons of men.”  To 344

review all this realized in His open incarnation, to consider 
how it hath been fully ratified by His obedience, sufferings, 
sacrifice, and death—this is strong support to the child of 
God in the prospect of dissolution. 

Here the Lord’s saints are most blessedly kept up in the 
near approach of death, from the consideration of the death 
which Jesus passed through and sustained for them. And 
some of His people are filled with the consolations of the 
Holy Ghost, and fall asleep in death without a sigh or the 
least struggle. Not that this is always the case. For it is in a 
Sovereign way the Lord acts to His dying saints, as well as 
towards His living ones. Some who know but very little of 
Christ, are filled with more comfort on their death-beds than 
those who know far more of Him; these are the lambs our 
dear Lord carries in; His bosom. Some shall die upon the 

 Proverbs 8:23, 31344
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truth of what the Holy Ghost has revealed of Christ, and 
spoken to them in His Word, without any sensible comfort 
added to if. I conceive it very blessed to be enabled to say, as 
the Apostle Paul doth, “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day.”  Blessed be the 345

Lord, all the Lord’s people are equally secure in Christ. 
Death cannot take off the heart of Christ from them, nor can 
it separate them one moment from Him. Let what particular 
frame of mind they may be in at the article of death, or the 
circumstances which may attend their departure out of the 
world be what they may, this can make no alteration in their 
state in Christ. A believer cannot close his life better than in 
the exercise of faith on Christ. He cannot express himself 
better, when the cold clammy hand of death is upon him, 
than by saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  He 346

cannot set a greater crown upon the head of Christ in his last 
moments than by calling on His name, and giving up his soul 
to Him, and committing it to His care and charge. Millions of 
His saints have acted thus. Millions more will. And Oh, that 
it may be your exercise and mine when the Lord shall call us 
into such a state; may we call upon Jesus to receive us, and 
admit us into such a view of Him in His Eternal glory, that 
our souls may be swallowed up wholly in Him. I conceive 
nothing can suit us better in our expiring moments, than 
meditating on the Father’s Everlasting love—on His choice 
of us in Christ—of His love to us in Him—of His having 

 2 Timothy 1:12345

 Acts 7:59346
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“predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ” —of His having “accepted us in the Beloved” 347

—of His having “blessed us in all spiritual blessings in 348

Him;” —to consider how the Father gave us to Christ, and 349

how He gave Himself for us, and redeemed us out of the 
hands of all our enemies, and we are now about to see Him, 
whom loveth our soul, face to face;—to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord , and to be looking 350

up to the Holy Ghost to bear His testimony to our minds 
from the Word of Truth, and realise the same in our hearts—
this will be our joy and rejoicing when we are just launching 
into Eternity. It is a pleasing thought, let death come when it 
may, it will soon be past, and the Lord will be with us. It is 
only the death of the body; it can do no injury to the mind. 
When past, it is past for ever. Jesus will take His hand and 
hold it forth, and hold us by the right hand, saying, Fear not, 
I will help thee; and this is all we shall need in a dying 
moment. Let us, therefore, be of good courage; we have His 
own word for it, “Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord.”  You and I, my dear reader, need not make so much 351

of death; it is only sinkings of nature. When the shock is felt, 
and the whole of our animal life for ever expires, we have 
Jesus Christ to receive our souls; we need no more; we can 
say no more to suit us, than “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  

 Ephesians 1:5347

 Ephesians 1:6348

 Ephesians 1:3349

 2 Corinthians 5:8350

 Revelation 14:13351

THE DYING PILLOW | Robert Hawker                                                                             �  of �165 174



THE DYING PILLOW

LAST AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 
CHAPTER 25 

The Author’s last affectionate address to the Church of Christ 

I now, my beloved reader, come to a close, though the 
subject to me is inexhaustible, and the meditation sweet, 
that, absent from the body, I shall be present with the 
Lord. One word more—and here I would more 
particularly address the spiritual Church of Christ—in 
relation to the same, namely, the voice which the Apostle 
John heard from heaven, “Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord.”  And from that union which subsists 352

between Christ and His members, there cannot be a 
question, but that, at the death of the body, the soul is 
immediately with the Lord. Where Christ is, the soul is. 
Hence, the Lord Jesus himself said to the thief on the 
cross, “Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.”  Thus, the Apostle Paul, in the 353

believing view of the same, expressed his desire to 
“depart and be with Christ.”  Also, the Church is said 354

to be come to the spirits of just men made perfect. And 
although this is said, and is indeed meant in relation to 
the present life, when from a state of nature any of the 
Lord’s people are brought into a state of grace, being 
then made fellow-citizens with the saints and of the 
household of God; yet it is to be considered in a more 

 Revelation 14:13352

 Luke 23:43353

 Philippians 1:23354
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enlarged sense, when dropping for a while the body, we 
pass from this outer court into the inner temple of God. 
For the Lord then takes home the spirit. The warfare with 
the body, and with all the wiles of Satan, and the 
workings of sin, and the conflicts of the world, are all 
over. Faith is swallowed up in open visions. Oh, the vast 
blessings contained in that one Scripture, where the 
Apostle says, “We are absent from the body, and present 
with the Lord.”  355

And in relation to the body; if to be exempt from all 
the evils, cares, and trials of this sinful, sorrowful world
—no more to be the subject either of sickness or of pain
—neither headaches nor heartaches—neither to contend 
with infirmities in ourselves or with the infirmities of 
others—to be at once delivered from the very inherency 
both of our original and actually corrupt nature—and to 
lie down in sleep in the arms of Jesus, His spirit going 
with us to the grave, and dwelling in us to the morning 
of the resurrection, as it is written, “If the Spirit of Him 
that raised Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you;” —if 356

these are among the sure and immediate effects of dying 
in the Lord, I would ask, Can an event which is so 
blessed to the Lord’s people be otherwise than precious 
in the Lord’s sight? And if it be precious in His sight, 
ought it not to be so in ours? How very delightfully the 

 2 Corinthians 5:8355

 Romans 8:11356
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Patriarch Job expressed himself on the subject. While 
looking stedfastly, as he, did, to the Lord Christ, and in 
assurance of resurrection in Him, he expresses himself 
by saying, “So man lieth, and riseth not till the heavens 
be no more; they shall not awake nor be raised out of 
their sleep. O, that Thou wouldest hide me in the grave; 
that Thou wouldst keep me secret until Thy wrath be 
passed; that Thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and 
remember me.”  357

Who would have thought that the subject of death—
whose most distant prospects damp all the prosperity of 
sinners, and turn every countenance of the carnal into 
terror and paleness—hath such a vast sweetness in it to 
the people of God! Yet so it is. Like the pillar of the 
cloud in the camp of Israel, that gave darkness and 
dismay to the Lord’s enemies, became light and joy to 
His own people. The redeemed of the Lord, in His 
spiritual Church, look over the shoulder of death, and 
behold Him who, by His own death, hath “destroyed 
death, and delivered them who, through fear of death, 
are all their lifetime subject to bondage.”  So that it is 358

not enough for them to say, death hath no terrors, for 
they can and do say more—Christ hath “abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel.”   In His death, they find death conquered. 359

And in His resurrection, they see their own, secure. 
 Job 14:13357

 Hebrews 2:14-15358

 2 Timothy 1:10359
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Hence at death, they begin truly to live; their death-day 
is the birth-day of their maturity. All their lifetime here, 
they are but in the minority of their being. They are 
born, indeed, or rather are new born, to an immense 
estate; but, like children under education, they never 
come to the possession till arrived at full age. In death 
their majority [maturity] is completed. And while, in the 
sure accomplishment of rising again, their bodies drop 
asleep in Jesus, their souls enter into the joy of their 
Lord. 

And what tends to endear the enjoyments, to the 
utmost extent of endearments, is this; that in this 
inheritance, all the spiritual Church are alike. Little ones 
as well as great ones, the babes in Christ as we’ll as the 
young men and fathers, are equally proportioned and 
included in one and the same blessedness. Here, in the 
fullest sense of the word, it must be said, “There shall be 
no more hence, an infant of days nor an old man that 
hath not filled his days, for the child shall die an 
hundred years old.”  In the spiritual Church of our 360

Lord Jesus Christ, the new birth brings all the children at 
once into influences for glory, being alike made 
partakers of the Divine nature, having “escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.”  361

Partakers in the Divine nature can partake of nothing 
beyond it; neither in the spiritual world can there be any 
advantage in the Divine life from any difference of age: 

 Isaiah 65:20360

 2 Peter 1:4361
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here in grace, and hereafter in glory, the whole of life is 
in our glorious Head, and all are receivers from Him—
all holiness, all happiness, all blessedness in Him. 

I would here very earnestly and very affectionately 
entreat the Church of our most glorious Christ, whom I 
am now addressing, to have and keep in remembrance 
this most delightful consideration. In the circumstances 
of human life, as relating to the body, the Lord’s chosen 
ones are much diversified. Some have larger abilities, 
others less. Some are more elegantly formed, others 
plainer, nay, ill-formed and distorted. But these 
distinctions all cease at death. Hence they are, by 
unerring wisdom, as best suited at present to carry on the 
sacred purposes of the Lord’s will. In death this is all 
over; the purposes of God have been then accomplished. 
And at the resurrection morning, as hath been before 
observed, the whole mystical body of Christ in His 
members will arise, all alike glorified in Christ, nothing 
of their former construction, but in identity of person 
being preserved. But in relation to the Spirit, there never 
hath been, nor can be, any diversity in Christ’s spiritual 
Church. At creation, we read that “the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground.” Here was the original 
dust of the body. But, respecting his spirit, we read in the 
same Scripture that “the Lord God breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul.”  Hence, there was no pre-existent spirit, but the 362

soul proceeded immediately from the Lord Himself, and 
 Genesis 2:7362
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without any intervening medium; thus, all flowing from 
the same Almighty fountain, all were alike equal. And as 
in creation, so in redemption, were equally redeemed, 
and with the same price—all equally regenerated by the 
same Spirit—all equally united to the glorious Head—all 
formed with equal capability of happiness—all equally 
near and dear, and equally important to form their 
respective membership in completing the whole mystical 
body of the Church. This view of the subject is most 
sweet and consolatory. 

And while I say thus much in a request of 
remembrance concerning the oneness in equality in the 
Lord’s Spiritual Church, I would yet further beg the little 
ones, and the weak ones in faith, to no less remember 
that the whole of what we have, both here in grace and 
hereafter in glory, is all in Christ. It is the Lord’s Person, 
and the Lord’s incommunicable work, which is the sole 
cause and the whole sum and substance of all 
blessedness. There is not an atom in any one of Christ’s 
members, neither of what is wrought in them, neither by 
them, that in the smallest degree contributes to their 
safety or to their furtherance in salvation. It is the 
grossest of all possible mistakes to suppose that we are 
more or less in Divine favour from any supposed 
attainments of our own, or from our greater or less 
degree of apprehension of Divine truths. All those are 
but effects. I will be free to confess that it will give a 
greater or less degree of enjoyment in our faith 
respecting these Divine truths, in proportion as we are 
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enabled in a greater or less degree to receive them. 
Nevertheless, the desire after Christ is as truly an act of 
faith in Christ, as faith in the enjoyment of Christ. And 
both are alike God’s gift. And if the little ones of the 
flock feel this desire, the Lord is as truly glorified in 
these desires as He is by others of His people to whom 
He hath given the farthest enjoyment, for both are His. 
If, as our Lord saith, the look of lust is to all intents and 
purposes actual adultery, shall not the look of faith in 
desires after Christ be construed as actual enjoyment. 

And now what, my beloved reader, shall I say more? If 
the Lord, the Spirit, be pleased to accompany what is 
here delivered with the unction of His grace and the 
savour of Christ, as far as the things themselves here 
mentioned are agreeable to His most holy truths, my 
address to the spiritual Church of Christ will be as kindly 
received as it is affectionately sent. For myself, at my 
advanced years, I can only say that, walking as I now am 
daily on the confines of time, and on the look-out for the 
Eternal world, I am in expectation of soon realising in 
open vision what I now live upon by faith. And in thus 
greeting my brethren with this subject, I would, with all 
thankfulness to God, and unfeigned humility of soul, 
desire grace to make use of the beloved Apostle’s words, 
and say, “That which we have seen and heard declare we 
unto you.”  The bread which I eat and find good for 363

food, may safely be recommended to others. The stream 
from which I have slaked [quenched] my thirst, when 

 1 John 1:3363
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blessed by the same Almighty giver, cannot but be found 
salutary to all who drink of it. The Lord of all spiritual 
life grant to every individual of His mystical body an 
abundant entrance into His kingdom of glory, and 
prepare them for what He is preparing for them. So that, 
“whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or 
die, we are the Lord’s.”  364

AMEN. 

 Romans 14:8364
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